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FBI,AMINNEAPOLIS - 1/21/53 1:55 P.M. 
REAU and SAC, OMAHA G i. R.-* i iat |  - | 
COEF WAS. ET AL ITGD, AUSA RICHARD JOHNSON, Sean a d 


ADVISED TODAY THAT SHORTLY AFTER NINE A.M. ON JANUARY 13, 1953, HE th TOLD 
BY SAL__—‘|vHat[__]HAD JUST SEEN, IN THE FEDERAL COURTS BUILDING, ST. 
PAUL, MINNESOTA,| _—=—=——S—S—~—~s—SCSdS;CSCWHO): WAS GOVERNMENT’ WITNESS, IN THE 
COMPANY OF JOHN GRAFF, FORMER USA, ST. PAUL, AND WILLIAM MURPHY, FORMER 


AUSA, ST. PAUL. JOHNSON STATES HE FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION TO UNITED 


b6 
STATES ATTORNEY PHILIP NEVILLE, AND NEVILLE REMARKED THAT SHORTLY BEFORE NINE ©7C 


A.M. HE HAD SEEN GRAFF, MURPHY, AND A THIRD MAN ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE 
FEDERAL COURTS BUILDING. JOHNSON ADVISED HE CONFIDENTIALLY ASCERTAINED THAT 
GRAFF, MURPHY, AND[ ——_—s VISITED HONORABLE JUDGE DONOVAN, WHO HANDLED IN- 
STANT TRIAL, AND ADVISED HIM[ —_] WISHED TO MAKE A STATEMENT, AND ACCORD- 
INGLY, DONOVAN CALLED A COURT REPORTER AND TOOK[ =| STATEMENT, BUT WOULD 
NOT ALLOW MURPHY OR GRAFF TO BE PRESENT. JOHNSON ADVISED HE CONFIDENTIALLY 
ASCERTAINED THAT IN THIS STATEMENT TO JUDGE DONOVAN,[ ——_—_—|REMARKED THAT 

IF THE "LETTER" WAS WRITTEN IN 1950, IT WAS BURNED, BECAUSE HIS HOUSE BURNED 
DOWN IN 1950, AND HE LOST ALL HIS PAPERS AND THAT, IF THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN 
IN 1951, IT WOULD STILL BE IN EXISTENCE AND THAT THE FBI HAD SEARCHED HIS 


HOME AND WAS UNABLE TO. FIND IT. JOHNSOR EUR RPR STATED JUDGE DONOVAN ee 


EDLY questionep[ _JanD ESTABLISHED wy mas 5 veLEN ie 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 
~- PAGE 2 ~ 


LETTER WAS WRITTEN AND CONSEQUENTLY FELT THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN HIS OPINION 
AS TO THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE. JOHNSON STATED JUDGE DONOVAN IS GOING 10 GIVE 
BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND DEFENSE ATTORNEYS A COPY OF THIS STATEMENT IN ABOUT 
A WEEK. JOHNSON FURTHER REMARKED THAT JUDGE DONOVAN HAS INDICATED THAT IF 
THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1950, THAT PROBABLY IT WOULD LET HERMAN PASTER OUT. 
ACCORDING TO JOHNSON, JUDGE DONOVAN ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS TOLD BY GRAFF 
AND MURPHY THAT[_—S—SsJHAD BEEN CALLING HERMAN PASTER, AS MENTIONED. IN OUR 
TELETYPE TO OMAHA THIS DATE, AUSA RICHARD JOHNSON, ST. PAUL, WANTS ON HIS 


DESK BY MORNING JANUARY 27, 1953, A COPY OF SA REPORT CONTAINING 


DETAILED INTERVIEWS WITH JOHNSON ESPECIALLY 
DESIRES TO KNOW WHETHER HERMAN PASTER OR ASSOCIATES FIRST conTacTeD| | 
SINCE JURY VERDICT oR IF[ _————sCONTACTED THEM. JOHNSON ALSO RECOMMENDS 
IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW WITH[ | ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF TELEPHONE CALL RE 
CEIVED ON JANUARY 2, 1953. JOHNSON ALSO REQUESTS CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO 7c 
IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW OF[ ———sJATTORNEY, FOR ANY INFORMATION HE MIGHT HAVE 
REGARDING THIS RECENT INCIDENT oF[ ss |SEEING JUDGE DONOVAN. HE ALSO 

WANTS FIRE DEPARTMENT RECORDS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE RECORDS QHECKED REGARDING 
[_________]HOUSE BURNING IN 1950°70 OBTAIN PERTINENT DATA FROM SUCH RECORDS 
ESPECIALLY AS TO WHEN FIRE OCCURED. BUREAU AND OMAHA WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF 


FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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CHARACTER OF CASE “f 


oo : CONS PIRACY 


a SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Results of interview Loree som 
f : | | and LeClaire’, lowa, con- 
oa jer cerning appearance at St, Paul, 
~ 24ST _Minnesota on 1-1 "23s set forth, 
-F- gik® 
: DETAILS : On the morning of January 14, 1953, RICHARD 
: _ | JOHNSON, Assistant United States Attorney, St. 
Pe OF Paul, Minnesota, telephonically contacted the 
fa Bat Reporting Agent by long distance telephone to . 


| | advise that Special Agent[ sd Resident 

: Agent at St, Paul, Minnesota, had that morning 

: reported to JOHNSON of having seen | 

| of -LeClaire, lowa, enter the chambers bo 

: of United States District Court Judge DONOVAN DIC 
at St. Paul, Minnesota in the company of one 
JOHN GRAFF and another attorney known to represent 
the Defendants in captioned « case, 7 


JOHNSON advised that as yet no details concerning 
appearance at St. Paul were available 
either as to why he was there or what the purpose \) 
was in his having contacted Judge DONOVAN, but *- 
Mr, JOHNSON © advised of having heard rumors to 
the effect that[ | had made some statement 
ICOPIES DESTROYED to Judge DONOVAN on that occasion concerning his 
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testimony at the trial of the case in connection with the 
approximate date of receipt of a letter mentioned in the 
Conspiracy Count of the indictment of the Defendants under 
Overt Act 1, cited in support of the Conspiracy indictment. 


Mr, JOHNSON stated that it was highly desirable that both 


[.... ]be extensively interrogated immediately 


concerning any contacts which either of them might have had 
with any of the defendants in this case, their attmneys, 
or anyone purporting to represent them in any connection, 
and that the reason for C+ having made the trip to 
St, Paul, Minnesota, without having previously contacted 
either the Federal Bureau of Investigation or the United 
States Attorney's Office at St, Paul, Minnesota, be ascer- 
tained, - : 


On the early afternoon of January 14, 1953, 

was interviewed at the Security Office of the Rock Island 
Arsenal, Rock Island, Illinois, at which establishment she 
is employed in the Procurement Office, 


The following investigation was conducted at Rock Island,,. 
Illinois by sat and the Reporting Agent. © 
On this occasion[ __—————sd was asked what, if any, con- 


tact had been made by iefendants, their attorneys or anyone 
purporting to represent or be in any way connected with 


them, Since the trial, insofar as either she or 
[SSCSCSC~*dSCere: concerned. 


stated that she herself had not had any con- . 


tact with any such person but that[ shad been 
contacted and concerning such contact she furnished the 
following information, | 


an on the forenoon of January 10, 1953, she and[ 


were having breakfast at their home in LeClaire, 
Towa, when the telephone rang. She did not hear any of 
the telephone conversation from the other end of the line 
but was present and heard[ sd] statements made during 
this telephone call. : 


She learned immediately that it was HERMAN PASTER calling 
from Chicago, Illinois, and following the 


~ 2» 
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or 


the best her knowledge, . 
by HERMAN” ASTER, anv of the other Defendants, their attorneys, bIC 


ee . 
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telephone conversation,[ _—_—swi gave her what he stated 
was a full explanation of what had transpired during the 
conversation. 


As a result of this conversations | ____—_] uss advised | 
that PASTER had called to tell that he and one 

of his attorneys were in Chicago, Illinois, and would like 
to come to the MOline, Illinois, airport via a plane of 

the United Air Lines which was then momentarily to depart 
from SERCO this for the pirpose of having a conversation 


With 


PASTER was reported to have stated that he would greatly 
appreciate it as a personal favor if would go to 
the Moline Airport at the time the plane was scheduled to 
arrive there and have a conference with him and his lawyer. 


also told her that the plane was expected to: 
arrive in MOline, Illinois about an hour or so later and 
that he could not see that it would do any harm for him to 
go to the airport as requested by PASTER. She said tht to 
[__ ]nad not been contacted b6 


or other representatives, since the conclusion of the trail in 
this case at St. Paul, Minnesota during November, 1952, prior 
to this long distance call, 


Immediately following the call she and[ si talked 

about PASTER!s call from the standpoint of speculating as 

to his reason for desiring to slr during which con- | 
a 


versation advised her tha was not anything 
that he could do to help PASTER and that“it was PASTER's idea 
that he, would change his testimony in any way, 


, that PASTER was due for disappointment. 


o 


continued that around. an hour thereafter, 
called the United Air Lines Office at the Moline 


Municipal Airport, Moline, Illinois, and ascertained that the 
plane upon which PASTE was scheduled to arrive had been some- 
what delayed, A_short while after making this call to the 
Moline Airport,[.___siJleft their residence in his auto- 
mobile stating that he was going to the Moline Airport to 

meet with PASTER and his lawyer as requested by PASTER. 


says that she told him as he departed from the 
heuse that he should be very circumspect in dealing with PASTER 
as she considers PASTHR completely unscrupulous and that he had 


Oo W120 
advised her that such was his full intention, 


stated that shortly after[___—| departed 
from the house, she herself left and did not return home 
until about 6:00 p.m. that_same day. As she entéred the 
house, she observed that[ sd] was engaged in a telephone 
, conversation, and apparently about to conclude same It 
was obvious to her that he was talking to[ 4 
lawyer, of Davenport, Iowa, 


[..._] said that immediately_after concluding the 
conversation on the telephone with Deo eo] ne 
a conversation with her during the course of which he 
furnished the following information. 


When PASTER and his lawyer, who se name[ soles 

not recall, arrived at the Moline, Illinois Airport that 

norning via the United Airline plane from Chicago, Illinois, 
PASTER, the lawyer, and[ | proceeded to, have a con- 
versation which lasted around an hour. PASTER was doing 

most of the talking, PASTER stated that since he was con- 

victed in this case and sentenced, that his wife and 

children had been greatly embarrassed on many occasions bé 
by their friends referring to him as a "jail bord" and b7C 
being otherwise ridiculed, 


PASTER said that when he was found guilty after the trial, 
he expected to be sentenced to pay a large fine, but that 
the fact that he had been sentenced to actually serve time 
had come as a great shock to him. PASTER then continued by 
stating that anything that[ ——_sJeould do for him in the 
way of interceding with the court to get some_lenienc 
on his behalf would be preatly appreciated, 
said that according tof] had advisd PASTER 
and PASTER's lawyer that he certainly did not intend to 
change any of his testimony and that the testimony which 
he had furnished during the trial was true to the best of 
his knowledge, except that since the trial he has been 
wondering whether he received the letter above mentioned 
by Mr, JOHNSON during the latter part of 1950 or during the 
year 1951, rather than during February, 1951, as he testified 
during the trial, | | | 


Further, according to[L_} [.__] told her that 
evening that when he made this statement, both PASTER and 


~) - 
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his lawyer said that théy would greatly appreciate it if 
[J would go to St, Paul, Minnesota and make this 
statement to the other lawyers representing PASTER. 

toid her that he advised them that he did not see what good 


this would do and in any event he would not make_any move 
without the expressed approval of his lauyer, Po 
Pee thet eT told ner’ that he attempted 
to contact telephonically from the Moline, Illinois 
Airport while PASTHR and his lawyer were still there, but 
that was in a conference and he was unable to get 


@ telephone call through to him. 


went on to say that according to 
PASTER and his lawyer had flown back to Chicago, Illinois 
early on the afternoon of January 10, 1953, after having 


received assurance that he would communicate 

with on the matter and, after receiving 

opinion, would contact PASTER telephonically at PASTER!s 

residence in St, Paul, Minnesota, the next day, Sunday, b6 
January 11, 1953. b7C 


During the same conversation,[___————sédiS kid that 

told her that the telerhone call upon which he had been talking 
when she arrived home, as above mentioned, was 

returninglL_ ell. told her that he had 
outlined the situation to and that[____—J had 

advised him against going to St. Paul or having any further 
connection with the entire matter. She felt satisfied that 

as of the time of her conversation_with on the . 
evening of January 16, 1953, that nad no intention 
whatsoever of going to St. Paul. 


SE es that on the Sunday afternoon, January 
11, 1953, placed a long distance telephone call, 
collect, to HERMAN PASTER at PASTER's residence, St, Paul, 
Minnesota, and the callwas put through immediately by the 


operator. 


She stated that she and the latter 
being a_woman who lives in LeClaire, Iowa, and takes care 


of the Ls baby, were present in the [____J living 

room at the time rd put the call through to PASTER. 
had, immediately prior to placing the call, turned 

down the television set, and as PASTER tdks with a loud 


voice, she was able to overhear not only all of 
conversation, but part of HERMAN PASTER's conversation as well. 


r 
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said that after being connected with PASTER 
on that occasion,[ _—_—s—rdJ|made an opening statement some- 
what to the effect tnat he had talked the matter over with 
his lawyer and that his lawyer had advised him not to go 
‘to St. Paul, Minnesota, as requested by PASTER, and to have 
no further connection with the case, then told 
PASTER that he had no intention of altering his testimony 
as rendered at the time of trial and that the same was true 
as far as he recalled it, 


[stated tht from fragmentary parts of PASTER!s 


end of the conversation, she heard him urging tO. 
come to St. Paul, Minnesota, early the following week, and 


PASTER proceeded to ask where he would be working 
during the week commencing January 12, 1953. | 


In response to this, [id told PASTER that he was 
going to be working the Northeastern part of lowa above 
Cedar Rapids and north and northeast of Waterloo, Iowa. 
PASTER then asked where he planned to be on Monday 
night, January 12, 1953, ana[- | stated that he 
probably would not get started very early in the morning 
and that he would either be staying at the Ellis Hotel in 
Waterloo, Iowa, or at a Motel at New Hampton, Iowa, PASTER 
then said that he knew of the Ellis HOtel and was aware 
that the Motel at New Hampton, Iowa, referred to by 

was the only motel in that town and that he might 
be in touch with ~ __] further at one of those places. 


said that the above long distance conversation 
concluded with a statement on the part of L___s|that as 
he was going to be very busy during the week, he did not © 
believe thathe could sce his way clear to go to St, Paul, 
Minnesota. She said that statements seemed very 
positive to her that he did not contemplate going to St 
Paul, iinnesota, and when she was advised that 
had, in fact, been known to have been in St, Paul in the 
company of PASTER on the morning of January 14, 1953, she 
seemed genuinely surprised and expressed considerable ree 
gret that he had apparently changed his mind and yielded 
to the pressure of PASTER after hav ing conclusively decided 
not to make the trip.. : 


then stated that she and[___——s—sdw nave: been 


experiencing a slight amount cf discord in their marriage the 


last few weeks and she attributes this to concern 
over his having testified against PASTER an é other 
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defendants in this case as he did during the trial. 


She said that during the last two or three weeks he has 
been less communicative to her than previously but that 

she believes this may stem from a touch of remorse on 

his part following his learning that PASTER and the other 
defendants had been convicted inasmuch as he felt that they 
might be sentenced to serve some time in a penitentiary and 
that he is more-oreless prone to consider that he is to 
blame for the stigma which this will place upon their 
children and families, 


said that she ig also somewhat of the opinion 
that may fear retaliation upon himself or members 
of his family, either from the defendants. or friends and 
sympathizers of theirs because of his having acted as the 
government's principal witness in the trial, 


She said that she has attempted to convince him that he 
only acted in the interests of good citizenship in having 
testified as a government witness in the case, but in her 
estimation, he is prone to’ overlook this fact and lean very 
heavily toward a feeling of regret about the entire matter, 


said that from her knowledge of the entire case, 
she feels that[L_—_sid|] testified truthfully throughout the 
trial and has not heard him express any sentiment which would 
indicate anything to the contrary. 


said that~ |, at least by inference, 
indicated that the receipt of the above telephone call from 
PASTER en the morning of January 10, 1953, was the only 
contact that he had had with any of the defendants or any 
one representing them at any time since the trial. She also 
stated that to the best of her lknowledge,[ | has not 
made any attempt to collect the civil claim for commissions 
which he asserts he has against the Paster Interests, and 
that to the best of her knowledge, no threats of retaliation. 
have been received by[___————sdJ from anyone in connection 
with the whole matter, 


[dl then continued to express, at considerable 
Length, her regret that had seen fit to go to St, 
Paul, Minnesota, as requeste y PASTER, and shows that she 
does not approve of this because she feels that PASTER is 
completely unscrupulous and will pass no opportunity to 
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attempt to use[ sito his advantage, which as she sees 
it, will only result in further publicity involving her and 

and which she does not believe could 
‘operate in any other way than to their detriment, 


Lo advised that she expected[__ to 
return hom sometime on the afternoon of January 16, 1953, 
and if she heard from him during the interim, she would 
immediately get in touch with the Reporting Agent, 


stated that the foregoing consists of her 
complete knowledge of the entire matter, 


On the evening of January ll, 1953, sid contacted 


the reporting Agent at his residence to advise that she 
had just received a long distance telephone call from 
from Decorah, Iowa, and that he had indicated that 


he was staying at the Winnesheik Hotel there. She mentioned 


to him that she had heard that’ re had 

changed his mind and gone to St. Paul, Minnesota, to meet 
PASTER there, and said that upon this mere mention of the 
fact, [_] became very angry and refused to discuss~. 
his réason for going to St. Paul or what had transpired 
there, 


The llowing investigation was conduted by SAL 
Lene the Reporting Agent on the afternoon of January 


LeClaire, Iowa, was 
interviewed at the home of She advised 
that she had been present in the residence on the 
afternoon of January 11, 1953, and was aware of the fact 
that{ shad placed a collect long distance telephone 
call to HERMAN PASTER at PASTER's residence in St, Paul, 
Minnesota, during that afternoon. Sheiadvised that she is 
friendly with both[ sd butt makes it a 
point to do everything possible to avoid the appearance of 
her attempting to eavesdrop or pry into their personal 
affairs and, for this reason, she had intentionally busied 
herself during his call with other matters. She stated 
that as a result she did not hear very much of what was 


said by[L_sirdjon that occasion but that she has a definite 
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recollection that PASTER was apparently attempting to in- 
duce [dt to go to St, Paul, Minnesota, and that 

was making excuses and finally wound up by stating that he 
did not see his way clear to make that trip. She.also 
recalled that at the conclusion of the conversation, how- 
ever,[______——sirdJindicated that he would either be at Waterloo 
or some small town in Northeastern Iowa on the following 
evening, and it sounded to her as though the way‘was left 
open for PASTER to call at one of these places with 
further reference to going to St. Paul, Minnesota 
although it did not sound to her, ftom overhearing 

end of the conversation that it would be possible for PASTER 
to induce[ sto make the trip. 


said that the above comprises her entire 
knowledge of the matter, . 


In the afternoon of January 16, 1 SA and 
the writer interviewed at his residence 


at LeClaire, Iowa. 


On tha occasion, [_.____]was advised that it was desired 
that-he furnish full information concerning his trip to 

St, Paul, Minnesota, and appearmce there on January 1, 1953, 
' including all contacts with the defendants or anyone 
representing them, leading up to that point. 


then proceeded to state that during the trial of 
the defermints in this at St, Paul, Minnesota, in November of 
1952, that he had conscientiously told the truth to the 
best of his ability. He said, however, upon considerable 
reflection on all of his testimony following the trial, 
that he had become more and more uncertain inhis mind as 
to whether he received the Letter above mentioned: during 
- February, 1951, as he mentioned in his testimony, or whether 
it could have been at sometimé previous, perhaps as far back 
as the latter portion'of 1950, He said that this was the 
only point of his entire testimony that gave him any con- 
cern, but the more he thought about it, the more he felt 
that the possibility existed that he could have received 
this letter during the latter part of 1950. 


said that as he travels alone in his work, he has had 
considerable time in which to reflect upon the entire pro- . 
ceedings and that the more he has thought about it, the 
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more he feels that either one of the defendants or someone 
acting for them might attempt some retaliatory act of 
violence, either against him or one of his family, because 
of his having acted as the government's principhl witness 
against these defendants. | 
[___————sjcontinued that on several times he has become 
exceedingly nervous thinking about this and has imagined 
on numerous occasions that an automobile was following him. 


He also advised that due to the fact that he had been at 
odds with PASTER md the other defendants tresause of their 
failure to pay what he considers his legitimate commission 
claim, that he feels that all of them might believe that 
he acted as a "stool pigeon" and "sicked” the FBI on them 
in an effort to get even with them. 


says that he also has done considerable brooding 
about this latter point and has come to the conciusion 
that if PASTER and the other defendants knew the truth, 
that is that the FDI had come to him and that he had not 
actually gone to the FBI, that their entire attitude would 
be changed toward him and that they would probably no longer 
feel that his testimony was furnished in a spirit of malice, 
but rather one of compulsion, 


[____——sd|then said that the more he thought about these 
points, the more he worried about the entire matter, He 
said that during the latter part of the second week of 
January, 1953, he estimates that it would have been either 
on the 7th, Sth, or 9th of January, 1953, that he was 
Working in Southeastern Towa and a guest at the Anthes Hotel 
init, Madison, lowa. One of these nights, while in his room, 
he decided to place a long distance call to HERMAN PASTER 

to tell PASTER that he wanted to talk this entire matter 
over and that he finally decided to pick up the phone and 
call PASTER, which he did. He says that this was a prepaid 
call which should appear on his hotel guest record or in 

the account record pertaining to his registration at the 
inthes Hotel on that occasion. 


[| said that he got through on the call to PASTER and 
had a brief conversation with PASTER during which he outlined 
his feelings on the above mentioned points, PASTER had 
stated that he was very glad to hear from[_—__si and was 
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very glad to learn that[ shad not stirred up the 
trouble by going to the FBI initially. PASTER expressed 
repeatedly a very earnest desire to talk to Do as 
soon as possible and said that he would be willing to go 
to the Tri-Cities the following Saturday in order ‘to 
meet with[ and talk the whole matter over, 
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[id then stated that on Saturday morning, January 10, 
1953, he was at his home eating breakfast when the tele~ 
‘phone rang, It was a long distance call from HERMAN PASTER 
in Chicago, Illinois. PASTER said that he and a lawyer 
named_MURPHY were in Chicago and wanted very much to talk 
with[ sd} PASTER said that he and his lawyer wee 
leaving via the United Airlines almost immediately for 
Moline, Illinois, and suggested that Ls ive_over 

to the Noline Airport and have a talk with then. 

said that he agreed to do this and went to the Moline Air- 
port later that forenoon where he had a talk of around an 
hours duration with PASTER and MURPHY with PASTER doing most 
of the talking. 


said that he explained his position concernirg the 
above matters very fully to PASTER and that PASTER said he 
was very glad to have a chance to talk with[L____Jand to 
learn that[> shad not acted maliciously against him 
‘and the other Defendants, : 


He said that PASTER talked at considerable length about the 
stigma which had become attached to the various members of 
his family as a resulb of his conviction in this case, and 
cited various instances of where they had been held up to 
ridicule as a result thereof, said that he still 
does not admire PASTER and does not trust hin, but that he 
supposes that he is "too chicken-hearted", but that somehow 
he does experience a feeling of remorse when he realizes 


that it was probably chiefly his own testimony which resulted 


in the embarrassment of PASTER's wife and children, 


He said that PASTER seemed very much interested, as did 
MURPHY, PASTER's attorney, in-—  —] statenent that upon 
considerable reflection he could not recall whether he 
received the above letter during 1951 or during the latter 
part of 1950 and that if he were to take the stand again 

in this case, he would not testify as specifically as 

he originally did that he had received this letter in 


a! of 1951. He also indicated that he, PASTER, thought | 


hat might still have this letter somewhere in his 
possession, but due to the fact that it had been placed or 
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inadvertently concealed in some unknown place, that 
simply might have been unable to find it previasly. 


[___————_—(d| said that he considered that this was a very remote 
possibility only, as he, his wife, and Agents of the FBI, 
With his permission, had made a thorough search of everyplace 
in his house where such papers might be likely to be found, 
without developing any trace of the missing letter, 


He said that PAST&R and MURPHY expressed an urgent desire 
that[L__cene to St, Paul, Minnesota the carly part 
of the following week and tell the same story to the other 
lawyers representing PASTER. [L___—idJsaid that he told 
“PASTER that he had no desire to do this, that he was very 
busy and could not afford to lese the time, and that he 
certainly did not intend to receive any reimbursement from 
PASTER for taking time or incurring the expense to go to 
St. Paul, Minnesota for that purpose. 


He said that PASTER continued to urge him to make this trip 
to the point where he finally agreed to contact his lawyer, 
an i sec if it would be all right for him to do 
SO. said that ne tried to call at 

Office while PASTHR and MURPHY were _still at the Moline Air- 
port, but that he was advised that[ ss] was in a cone 


ference and had left instructions that he should not be 
distrubed. Accordingly, [sid] said that he left the 


request at office that he,[ ss be contacted 
by __] later during theday. 


It was finally agreed between him and PASTER, [_] said, 
that Po wocld call PASTER collect at PASTER's residence 


in St. Paul, Minnesota, the following day, Sunday, January ll, 


1953, and would let PASTER have his decision in this matter. 
said that he estimates that the above conversation 

with PASTER and MURPHY took approximately one hour and that 

immediately following that conversation, PASTER and MURPHY 

boarded an east bound plane for Chicago, apparently with 

the intention of returning directly to St. Paul, Minnesota, 

via Chicago, Illinois. 


said that late on the afternoon of January 10, 1953, 
returned his call. He explaired that he has 
known personally for many years and also knows 


him through professional relationship inasmuch as he con- 
siders(— to be his lawyer. | 


ele 
bTC 


He said that he outlined the conference with PASTER and 

MURPHY to[____—sidJ as above indicated, and asked 

opinion as to whether or’not he should accomodate PASTER. 
by making the trip to St, Paul, Minnesota as requested by 
him. 


[_|said that[ sid] said that in his judgmentL____] 
Should not, under any circumstances, go to St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and that[___] proceeded to point out that the case was a 
closed case, that would have nothing to gain and 
everything to lose by making this sort of a trip, and that 
oS reit that PASTER and pgrheps his attorneys might 


be attempting to work into a position by which | 
Fa nna revoke part of his testimony furnished at the 
trial. said that if [shad testified truth- 


fully at the trial, that he should not consider making any 
statement to anyone which would indicate his uncertainty 


about this testimony, and, in conclusion terminated | 
the conversation with a final admonition to not to 
consider making the trip, 

said that it was his full intention after talking 
to not to go to St, Paul, Minnesota, 


On the afternoon of Sunday, January 11, 1953, L___] stated 
that he called PASTER at PASTER's residence in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, collect, per his agreement the day previous with bo 
PASTER. [______sidsaid that he pointed out the instructions %7¢ 
of his lawyer and said that for his own personalreasons, 

in addition, that he did not desire to go to St, Paul. 


The reasons assigned by[ sto ~PASTER at that time 
included the fact that he wanted to put in a very busy week 
in Northeastern iowa calling on his numerous customers in 
that area. He said that PASTER was very persistent during 
the call and continually begged him to reconsider and come 

to St, Paul, Minnesota, at PASTER's expense. PASTER then 
urged to think the matter over further and said that 
he would contact[____————s| the next evening after ascertaining 
that[ |] would either be in the Ellis Hotel of Waterloo, 
lowa, the following night, or at the new motel recently opened 
at New Hampton, Iowa. 


[_|said that he was pretty sure that he left PASTER 
virtually certainly convinted that he,[ ss. would not go 
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to St. Paul, Minnesota, for the conference as a result of 
this telephone call. 


[__——————sidjsaid that the next night, Monday, January 12, 1953, 
he stopped at the motel at New Hampton, Iowa, but he could 
not remember the name of this motel. He stated that it is 
rather new, however, and is the only motel at New Hampton. 


[sid] stated that PASTER contacted him tele»honically 

that evening with further request for to go to 

St. Paul. said that he continued te state that | 

he did not desire to go to St, Paul for the corference with 
PASTER and his attorneys and said that if PASTER wanted him 

to talk to his léiwyers, that they could come to the Winnesheik 
Hotel at Decorah, Iowa, the following day or night and that 

he would be willing to meet them there and repeat the state- 
ments made to PASTER at Moline, Illinois, the previous 
Saturday. 


PASTER said that this would mt work out at all and finally, 

said that he decided he might as well go to St. 
Paul, Minnesota and get the entire matter off of his mind. 
Accordingly, he told PASTER that he would try to get into 
St, Paul sometime the following day and would call him 


upon arrival in the twin cities. b6 


b7Cc 


said that the next dayhe continued work in his 
North fowa territory in the northern counties of Iowa and 
around noon was in Lime Springs, Iowa. He decided to run 
on up to St. Paul from that point and accordingly continued 
to drive in a northerly direction, arriving in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, about 4:00 p.m. 


Upon arrival in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he stopped to have 
his car serviced in a filling station on the south side of. 
the city and at that time and from that place called HERMAN 
PASTER at PASTER's Office in St. Paul. He advised PASTER 
that he was in the city but had no hotel accomodations, 


PASTER said that he should proceed on downtown to the 
Nicolette Hotel in downtown Minneapolis and that PASTER 
would meet him there in a few minutes, said that 
accordingly he drove his car to the Nicolette Hotel garage 
and parked it there in storage, A few minutes later-he met 
PASTER in the lobby of the Nicolette Hotel but the hotel was 
fully booked .and PASTER was unable to secure a reservation 
Por at that establishment. 
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PASTER then told[.____s| that he did not have to worry and 

he would get him into a good hotel and suggested that 
accompany him to a club at which PASTER is a 

member in order to take a swim and a steam bath, As 

had nothing else to do he agreed to go along with 


Following his swim and steam bath, PASTER droveL_ si ‘— 
to Gannons Steak House, Southwestern St. Paul, where PASTER 
bought him a steak dinner, After having dinne- and at his 
request, [______| accompanied PASTER to the office of JOHN 
GRAFF, one of PASTuR's attorneys. MURPHY was elso present 
at that office, »rparently representing the law firm with 
Which SIDNEY GOFF, another of PASTER's attorneys, is cone 
nected, - 


At GRAFFTs suggestion,|_____] proceeded to restate the 
matters which he and PASTER had discussed at Moline, Illinois 
on Saturday, January 10, 1953, as above outlined. 
FPollowi this statement on the part of[ GRATE — 
asked if he would be willing to go before Judge 
DONOVAN of the United States District Court in DONOVAN's 
chambers the following moaning and repeat those statements. 
said that he had noajection to doing this and in 
his presence GRAFF and MURPHY held a discussion as to whether 
or not they should attempt to get an appointment with Judge 
DONOVAN for[|__—sdJfor the following morning or whether 
they should take a chance on finding Judge DONOVAN in his 
chambers around 9:00 a.m. 


The latter course was decided upon and[______sidJ agreed ‘to 
appear at GRAFF 's office just before 9:00 p.m. the next 
day. 


After placing several telephone calls, PASTER finally managed 
to zet[ da reservation at the Commodore Hotel in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota and droves to: the Commodore 
Hotel where’ remained overnight. PASTER picked 

up the following morning at that hotel and took 
him to JOHN GRAFF's office in St, Paul, Minnesota, 


[sd] said that upon his arrival at GRAFF's Office, GRAFF 


and MURPHY, who was waiting there, accompanied[ | to 
Judge DONOVAN's Office in the Federal Courts Building at St. 
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Paul, Minnesota, and the three-of them went directly to 
Judge DONOVAN's Offices. Upon their arrival in Judge 
DONOVAN's Office, they were admitted to conference with 
Judge DONOVAN. GRAFF made a statement to Judge DONOVAN 
generally to the effect that had come 
voluntarily to Sc, Paul, Minnesota to make a statement 
to the Judge rezerding his previous testimony at the 
time or trial. 


Thereupon Judge DONOVAN told GRAFF and MURPHY ‘shat he 
referred that they step outside his office and he had 

Cr] go in tc his office where, in the presence of 

a shorthand reporter and a woman believed to be Judge 

DONOVAN's- secretary, Judge DONOVAN asked him a question 

which was generally to determine whether or not | 

had some statement which he wished to make, 


said that he did. The Judge then told 
that he presumed thatL___———s—sdJf'ully realized that anything 
which he might say at that time could be held against him 
and proceeded to inquire as to whether or not 
realized that he was obligated to tell the truth during this 
interview, — | | 


b6 
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said that he understood this, The Judge then asked 
him what he wished to state andl said that he pro- 
ceeded to advise the Judge that after considerable reflection 
on the trial of the case,’ that he had been unable to’ justify 
‘what he thought were specific statements made by him under 
oath that he had received the above letter during February 
1951 as, after reflection, he could not be sure whether he 
received this letter at that particular time or at some 
time earlier, possibly as early asthe latter part of 1950. 


said that he does not now recall the exact language 
which he used, but that he also made a statement which was 
something to the effect that if he had received the letter 
in 1950, that he is almost positive that he would have 
destroyed it as he destroyed all of his records as of that 
period about the end of that year. also said that 
he believed that he made some statement to the general effect 
that if he had received a letter subsequent to January of 
1951, that there was still a possibility that he might have 
it in his possession, even though neither he nor his wife 
nor the FBI Agents who had searched his home with his 
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permission had been able to find the letter. 

At this juncture in the interview, the Reporting Agent 
asked[ — ] if he had made any statement to the Judge 
which could be inferred as having even possibly intimated 
to the effect that he had at any time found this letter 
and given it to the FBI or that the FBI had found the 
letter. [| said that he had not made any such 
statement, : 


The Reporting Agent then refreshed[ ss recollection 
concerning the initial interview between the Reporting Agent, 
sa] andl] and also directed his attention to 
each successive interview had with[._—_sdJ following the 
initial interview in September of 1951, and asked 
if it was not a fact that on the occasion of each interview 
he stated that he had looked for the letter, as had his wife, 
and that they had not been able to find it. 


[| was also asked if it was not a fact that any state- 
ment which he might have made and which might be construed 
as leaving open the possibility that the FBI might have 
obtained this letter was completely false and not what he 
actually intended to infer and he stated that this would be 
correct and that the FBI has never seen or had the letter in 
its possession, even though representatives of the FBI have 
Shown great interest in seeing the letter since the original 
interview with[___sJ in September of 1951. | 


Ld said that to the best of his recollection he did 
not make any statement which could be considered along the 
lines mentioned in the last two preceding paragraphs and 
that if he did so it was because of a poor choice of words 
on his part. 


with further reference to the conference with Judge DONOVAN, 
said that he was not in the Judge's chambers longer 
than ten minutes at the outside and that the foregoing con- 
sists of all of his statements to Judge DONOVAN except an 
answer to a final question by Judge DONOVAN to the general 
effect as to whether_or not that was all[ had wanted 
to say and to which[ __————sJ responded in the affirmative. 


He said that at the conclusion of the conference, the entire 


bé6 
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proceedings of which were taken down by the shorthand reporter, 


Judge DONOVAN thanked him for his interest in the matter and 


- 17 - 


@ 4 


OM 71-206 


his desire to be conscientious about furnishing the truth 
in the matter, and that the Judge had made some statement 
to the effect that he realized that it did entail some 
personal sacrifice, time and possibl® expense upon the 
part of [dj in order _to make himself available for 
the above matter. [____—sirdJalso said that the Judge made 
some statement _to the effect that the information above 
imparted by to the Judge would "not .make any dif~ 
ference" but stated that he did not know to what 
subject the Judge referred in making this statement. 


[dd sata that after the conference with the Judge, 

he was driven back to Minneapolis, Minnesota, by PASTER 

at which time he checked out of the Commodore Hotel and 

proceeded southward into Iowa, registering that night as 
a guest at the Winnesheik Hotel at Decorah, Iowa, 


[stated that he desired to make it very clear that 
he was not offered anything by anyone in connection with all 

£ the matters referred to in this report except that PASTER © 
offered to pay his hotel bill at the Commodore Hotel in be 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, said that he even refused bic 
this offer on the part of PASTER and that the bill was paid 
with his own personal funds, as were the expenses of his trip 
from Northern Iowa to St. Paul and Minneapolis and return, 
He mentioned that the only thing which PASTER gave him of 

any value was a steak dinner at Gannons Steak House in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, as above mentioned, and that PASTER irs isted 
that he pick up this check, 


Said that he is glad that ne made the trip to St. 
Paul, Minnesota, now because his conscience is at ease over 
his testimony concerning the above letter and for the reason 
that he now feels that he has fully convinced PASTER and the 
other defendants that he did not instigate the investigation 
by the FBI which resulted in PASTER's conviction, 


said that he has not brought up the matter of his 
claim against the Paster Interests for commissions and that 
no conversation transpired at any time between him and any 
other person concerning this entire matter or his receiving 
any funds whatsoever for going to St. Paul and making himself 
available to PASTER, PASTER's Counsel, and the Judge for the 
above mentioneca purposes, 
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that both he and are under subpoena to Fargo, 
North Dakota, in a case in which ALLEN I. NILVA, HERMAN 
PASTER and the Attorney General of North Dakota are 
Defendants. He said that he has no knowledge whatever of 
the facts of that case and that he is completely at a loss 
to understand why he was subpoenaed in that matter. 


During the latter part of the interview, [| said 


He said that appearance at that trial will entail, consider- 
able financial loss to_himself in the form of loss of 
earnings, and that if[—sJis compelled to go to that. 
place as a possible government witness, that_he feels 
certain that she will quit her job at the 
Rock Island, Illinois, because of fear of eossip 
which would attend her absence for that purpose, b6 
| | b7C 
He indicated that he thought that he might shortly write 
a letter to the United States Attorney at Fargo, North 
Dakota asking to be excused as the government witness in 
that case and making the same request. for 


At the conclusion of the interview, [|__| stated that -if 
on any subsequent occasion he is contacted by any of the 
Defendants in this case or anyone representing or acting 

for them, or if he feels inclined to contact any such persons, 
that he will notify the FEI immediately of such contact or | 
intention, 
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Pursuant to the request of Assistant United States Attorrey 
JOHIUSON of St, Paul, Minnesota, telephonically communicated » 
to the Reporting Agen 1t by long distance talephone call on 
January 14, 1953, the gist of the interview with 

set forth hereinabove, was telephonically furnished 
to AUSA RONALD HACHEY by long distance telephone call, 
collect, from the Reporting Agent to Mr. HACHEY on the Later 
afternoon of January 13, 1953. . | 


It is to be noted that Mr, JOHNSON, in the long distance 
telephone call above mentioned, requested that complete 
investigation be conducted at any logical point to ascertain 
what, if any, long distance telephons call traffic might be 
found indicating contast between| and the defendants 
or. anyone representing them at or in the vicinity of St. 
Paul, Minnesota, 


Hence, the following leads are hereto appended: 


LEADS DIC 


eee ee eee ES Oe =e” ab ae am oe 


Will, at the Hotel Commodore ascertain pertinent 
registration data for. Jat that establishment 
on January 13, 1953 and his supposed check out on the following 
day, such investigation to include the procuring of any infor- 
mation available concerning telephone calls made from or 
charged to his room during the period of his such occupancy. 


THE OMAHA DIVISION 

At_Davenport, Towa: 

Will, at the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company , 
confidentially ascertain the long distance telephone toll 
charges made to the telephone of Co] eC laire,. 
Towa, for the period November 28, 
1952. to and including January 15, 1953. 
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Will, at the Winnesheik Hotel, procure the 
same type of information as the lead set out for the 
Minneapolis Office at _the Commodore Hotel, as stated above, 
it being noted that presumably registered there 
sometime on January 14, 1953, 


Will, at the Anthes Hotel, conduct investigation 
Similar to that above requested at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
it being noted that[.______sJhad stated that he was a guest 
at that hotel on the 7th, 8th, or 9th of January, 1953, 
and placed a long distance to HERMAN PASTER at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, from that establishment. | 


Willi, at the New motel, stated to be the only 
one in that city, check for the registration of L__lon 
or about January 12, 1953, and will procure any available 
information at that place for a record of telephone calls 
made by[ si or _ to | 


ATTENTION ALL OFFICES 


IT HAS BEEN REQUESTED BY THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 

ATTORNEY AT ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS, THAT THE ABOVE INVESTI- 

GATION BE COMPLETED EXPEDITIOUSLY AND THAT A REPORT COVERING 

caer el THAT OFFICE AS QUICKLY AS THE CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
{IT . , | 


REFERENCE: Minneapolis teletype dated 1-14-53, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FORM No. 1 
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THLE - | | . CHARACTER OF CASE 

| PT AT, INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATIO: 
: WAS es OF GAMBLING DEVICES; 
| | | CONS PIRACY | | 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | . . [ : - 
| Investigation at Davenport and LeClaire, Iowa 


:  Lfails to reflect any fire at residence a 

| mo ee | Since number of years prior to 1950, 

. fp. ; Results of interview —— ir 

Wee and and others set forth. : 
| ‘ $3 lawyer, left for Florida 

ae vacation on ]l-l2=53 and not expected to return to 
Davenport, Iowa, until 2-9-53, and his. exact 


whereabouts unknown to his office, 


bé 
- Pe... | . bye 


22, 1953, 


g-l7% Blo Davenport, Iowa, who overates the 
Rock Island, Illinois, 
ae was interviewed by SA and the 


7 Reporting Agent. 


if 


DETAILS : On Januar 


advised that during the middle 
“or latter part of the week beginning Sunday, 


December lL, 1952, that he received a upg distance 
“of 


telephone call from ! 
stated tha the did not know the point or origin of ‘\ L~ 
Such call, but as he was aware at the time that 
it was a long distance call, he presuméd that it 
might have been from Minneapolis or St, Paul, 

inns: ota, inasmuch as he knows that] — |resides 
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in Minneapolis and is employed by the Mayflower Distributing 
Company in St, Paul, Minnesota, 


said that after a brief exchange of personal greetings, 
vroceeded to advise him that he had a "terrific deal" 


that he wanted to tell[.__—___sJ about and that he, 
expected to be in the Davenport, Iowa, aeagon or about 
December 22, 1952. 


He said that he wanted to be sure that[ would be 
available at that time as he wanted to discuss the details 

of a proposition with him and that he would also like to 

take ee and his wife out for dinner, He suggested that 
they hold themselves in readiness for his arrival on December 
22, 1952, and he would contact[ slate that afternoon 
or around dinner time in order to take them out to dinner, 

‘ bé 

[said thatabout the only thing other than that b7C 
which was mentioned during the call that day was that 

said he would greatly appreciate it if[___] would | 

call the Harper House H. tel in Rock Island, Illinois, and 

make a reservation for him for the night of December 22, 1952, 

as this would save [|__| the expense of making the call for 

that purpose,. | 


said that he agreed to do so, and this statement, 

upon his part terminated the conversation to the best of his 
recollection. 
It is noted that investigation conducted by the Springfield 
Office at the Harper House, Rock Island, Illinois, has 
reflected that | a desk clerk at the Harper 
House Hotel, has advised that Request for Registration 
Notations of letters, etc,, awe destroyed as soon as the day 
for which registrations are requested has appsed,. and for 
that reason, she would be unable to locate any notation of 
requested reservation concerning[____]. She stated, however, 
that she recalled that during the third or fourth week in 
December, 1952, that she received alocal telephone call 
from an individual whose identity she did not know at the 
time, or could not recall, for a reservation for 

for a specified night during the latter part of December 
1952, but that she would be unable to give the exact date for 
Which the registration was requested. 
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She stated, however, that she well recalls having received 
this call as she lnows[____Jand therefore the call 
actually had some personal meaning to her at the time of 

its receipt. She_was also able to advise a positive ree 
collection that[ ss Jdid not call at the hotel to 

pick up the reservation and that same went unfilled for that 
reason. 


With further reference to the interview withL— C—~CSCi*S: 


he furnished the following information. 


He advised his wife of the receipt of the call fron{ 
and as they decided between them to accept this invitation 
for dinner on December 22, 1952, ste dressed for the. occasion 
during the late afternan and when failed to contact 
them on that date as agreed, he and went out 
for dinner by themselves. 


The following day, December 23, 1952, as far as he is able 

to recall, [| shoed up at his place of business in Rock 
Island, Illinois, late in the afternoon, estimated to be 
somewhere between 4:00 and 6:00 pem. [___] apologized for 
not having arrived in the Davenport area the day previous 

as per his phone call and explained that urgent business 
elsewhere had made it impossible for him to reach Davenport, . 
Iowa, as expected, | 


He then explained to[ | that the "terrific deal" 
which he had referred to in a previous long distance tele- — 
phone conversation, had to do with a new product of the 
Bally Manufacturing Company which was being distributed by 
the Company for whoa Ld is working, this product being 
in the nature of a life size mechanical pony designed to 
furnish rides to children at_ten cents each upon insertion 
of a dime, He explained to[[~] that [~~ eoulld 
purchase these for $1100 cash or, that if he did not desire 
to buy such_product, but was interested in the operation of 
Same, that [~ | could probably make arrangements for him 
to obtain one or more of these horses or ponies through his 
company on some sort of a percentage basis. [| said 
that went on and on about the merit of the product 
and that a "hot item" the product had turned out to be, 


[_] mentioned that all of the stores of the 8.5, Kresge 
Company are eventually going to install one of these ponies | 
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or horses following arrangements made between Bally Manu- 
facturing Company and the headquarters of the Kresge Company 
at Detroit, Michigan. [-__] mentioned that he wanted to 

see one of the top officials of McCabe's Department Store 

in Rock Island, Illinois, during the course of that same 
visit with reference to the installation of one of these 
ponies, and that he also wantedto talk to the manager of 

the S. 5. Kresge Store in Davenport, lowa, concerning the 
same matter, : 


[___]said that [has a pretty good idea of the 
speration being conducted xt and that he, [TO 


could not understand why should have thought that 

would be interested in purchasing or operating this 
type of equipment and that he got the very definite impression . 
at the time that the entire sales talk given to him by 
wasmerely a pretext upon which[___]had contacted him, some- 
other mission actually being uppermost in[._s| mind. | 


[| stated that now looking back he would estimate that 
it was probably around 1::30 or 5:00 p.m., December 23, 1952, ; 
when [——] arr tved at his office and that they discussed the 
above proposition for perhaps as much as twenty or thirty 
minutes «- | ; b6 
bIc 
“After that discussion,[___]told[____s| that he wanted to 
try to make a collection of an old account from a m@n named 
who has an interest in the Green Front Cigar Store 
at Davenvort, Iowa, and he asked[ ss permission to 
use_the vhone to contact[__Jfor an appointment, He _heard 
talk to[___Jand assumed from language used by 
during the conversation that he had not only been successful 
in getting an appointment for the same afternoon or evening, 
but that during the conversation, agreed to say 
the balance of this past due account, this, inasmuch as / 
at the conclusion of the conversation, told 
Well, I'm going to get the money and that would pay for the 
expenses of this trip", 


It wasf sd further recollection that pestle after this 


conversation with he and[___| left the establish- 
ment at in Rock Island, Illinois and pro- 
ceeded to McCabe's Department Store in downtown Rock Island, 


Tilinois., while he waited in the car near the store, [___] 
went in and had a very brief conversation with one of the 
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executives of that store, whose identity is not known to 
at the time, 


[.]recalled that[.__ was driving a Station wagon 
bearing Minnesota license, believed to be a Plymouth, and 
stated that the car in which they drove_as_above mentioned 
and hereinafter described, was that of . 


at this point, advised that he also recalled 
that' imiediately after the discussion about the pony or 
horse ride equipment above mentioned, that he suggested to 


that he bu dinner for him that evening 
Which invitation accepted, He said that 
also asked if it would not be possible for to 


call and urge him to have 
dinner with the two of them, bat To] told him that 
was known to him to be out of the area ona 


sales trip and it would therefore be impossible for him 
to get a hold of him to extend the invitation. 


He said that | [was | disappointed tnat he was 
not going to see and voiced regret, stating 
that one of the things he had wanted_to do while in the 
Davenport, lowa area was to look up to 
assure him that HERMANUPASTER held no il] will against 

| because of | —___ |having testified 
against him during the trial of the defendants in’ this case 
at St. Paul, Minnesota, the preceding month. 


said that[_] was very insistent that he 
pass on this assurance to his brother and that he, 
agreed to cdo so, | 


[also said that when -ot onto this 
subject about desiring to — etc., that it 
then and there seemed to him that actual mission 
in coming to the Davenport, Iowa, area had been to get 
hold of eS instead of any other type of 
business as mentioned by[ |, 

further recalled that prior to leaving his 


place of business for McCabe's Department Store as above 
mentioned, that [[__] questioned him quite closely as to 


when he would probably see 
next. cee said that he recalled that he told 


we. 
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at the time that they would probably have a 


on Christmas day and that he would almost 
Inevitably see (oo dat that time. 


[| then quest toned | __des to whether or 
not it was intention to go to North 


Dakota to testify in the criminal proceedings involving 
HERMAN PASTER, ALLEN i. NILVA, and the Attorney General 
of North Dakota, but that could only tell nim 
that he had not discussed this matter with 

» nad no knowledge of even what the case. 
in North Dakota was about, and had no idea of 

intentions in the matter, except that 
had confidentially told him that he could not 

understand why he was under subpoena to go to North Dakota 
for the reason that he was not familiar with that case at 
all and did not see what they wanted his testimony Sout. 


After he had made some general statement to this effect 


to said that he would greatly appreciate 
it if would discuss this matter with 
at_the anticipated and 


made in that connection, 


[____lsaia that he believed that he made some 

statement to indicating that he would probably do 

this although he was doing so only out of tact as he had 
no intention of discussing this matter with 

as requested by[___ | and did not, in fact, do so sub- 


sequently. 


call him,[_|, to let knoW.as to any comments 


Reverting back to the visit to McCabe's Department Store in 
dowtown Rock Island, Tllinois,~>~ ~~] saa that 


it was_probably around 6:00 p.m. as he can now best recall 
when [|] arrived at that store and he was there only a 
few minutes, Immediately upon leaving the store, |] 
mentioned that he had not been able to see the man to whom 
he had intended to contact and that they would go. on 
across Davenport, lowa to fill the appointment which he 
had made with[__ 
Accordingly, L____] drove the above mentioned station wagon 
from downtown Rock Island, Illinois to Davenport, Iowa and 
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double: parked it in front of the Green Front Cigar Store 
at 115 Brady Street. He entered said establishment and 
came back within a very few moments indicating that he had 
collected the past due account from[__]in full. 


Thereafter, L___] drove the above station wagon to near the 
One Thirty Grill or the Sportsmen's Club, both of which are 
located practically adjacent to each other on Hast 3rd ~~ 
Street and he and [J had dinner in one of those places, 


He does not recall what they talked about during dinner 

except thatL____] said that he was not going to stay in the 
TrieYity area all night but was heading back toward Minneapolis 
and would probably stop at some intermediate city, andt 
thinks that he mentioned Dubuque, Iowa, to attempt to make 

a collection and would stay somewhere enroute that night, 

going on from that point to St, Paul, Minnesota, the following 
morning. . 


[.._ ]does not recall that [____] stated where he was going | 
. ~to stay that night, but got the definite impression that. Pe 
was going to leave the Tri-City area immediately after | 
faking | Yback to Rock Island to pick up his car. 
said that[__—J discussed in generalities, his con- 
viction and that of the other defendants in this case, and 
said that all of the defendants were reconciled that they 
were going "to do a little time" to whichL__J said that 
he merely replied something to the general effect that Judge 
DONOVAN had greatly impressed him as being a very high type 
and fine man from the observations that he had made during 
his presence at the trial in St, Paul. 
[__jestimated that it took them something less than an 
hour to consume their dinner and that they left the restaurant 
almost immediately after finishing their meal, following which. 
he drove[__ | to the S.S. Kresge Company Store in Downtown 
Davenport, Iowa, in order that >] might attempt to contact 
one of the officials of this store while he, CT drove 
station wagon around the block several times, it 
béing-impossible to find a parking place in the vicinity due 
to the throng of Christmas shoppers. 


believes that it was probably a little after 7:00 
pem. whenL___|]finished his business at the Kresge Store in 
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Davenport, Iowa, and said that they proceeded directly 
across to Rock Island, Illinois, in order that he could 
pick up his car, at which point |____]bade him goodtye, 
stating that he was leaving the Tri-City area immediately 
in a Northerly direction toward St. Paul, Minnesota, 


is positive L__] did not stay in the Tri-City 
area that night and went on north towards St. Paul, Minnesota 
as he had stated that he was going to, this as [___] appeared 
very anxious to get started on his way. : 


one of the partners of the operation of the Green 
Front Cigar Store, 115 Brady Street, Davenport, Iowa, con- 
tacted on January 23, 1953, advised that he well recalled 
the incident just before Christmas when 

was in the Tri-City area and made a telephonic appointment. 
to mest him Late one afternoon at the said Cigar Store in 
order _to discuss-with hin the pee of the account owing 


by [_|to [| company. recalled that not long after 


he had received the telephone call from came to | 
the Cigar Store, double parked in front o e store, and bo 
entered thé store following which he and[___]had a brief pie 
discussion, said that his funds were quite low at the 

tine and that was quite insistent that he receive pay~ 


ment of the past due account, Inasmuch as he did not have 
sufficient money on hand in the bank to pay the account 

at the time, he offered to give[_] two post datéd checks 
covering the balance, one dated January 20, 1953, and the 
other dated January 27, 1953, each check being for approx- 
imately one-half of the balance due, 


After reference to his check vook,[__] statea that he made 
no notation as to the actual date upon which the checks 

were issued, but that the two blanks utilized had been 

taken out of the book between December 1), 1952 and December 
26, 1952, inasmuch as the former date was the date of the © 
last check written before issuance of these two checks, and 
the latter date was the dateupnon which he had executed the 
first check following the issuance of the above checks, 


[_]recalled that after making this collection,[_ ] had 
given him a $5.00 bill, which said was for their new 
baby's Christmas present and that had given this money 
to his wife for their baby's accoun he same evening. 
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[___]then telephonically contacted his wife, who consulted a 
baby gift book which she maintains... She recalled, at the 
same time, that the same day that[__]had given|__| this 
five dollars, that she had received a pair of baby pajamas 
from friends in Chicago, Illinois, and that she had made the 
entries in the baby's gift book at that time. 


By reference to that gift book, she observed that both the 

entry relating to_the pajamas and that relating to the five 
dollar gift fron CI bore the date of December 23, 1952, 

and she is quite certain that this would represént the true 
date of visit to Davenport as mentioned, 


With further relation to the interview withl 


the following was ascertained, 


stated that he, 


on Christmas day, 1952, 


said that he believed that on that ceccasion he and 
had some general discussion of instant case but 

does not recall that they had done any more than taik in 
zeneralities about it, and that only for a short time. 
A aia not indicate that he had been incontact with any 
of the defendants or anyone representing them subsequent to 
the time of the trial, and that he did not signify any 
intention of contacting any such person himself, 


said that he mentioned toL______—idW that 
had been in town a few days previous and had expressed 

the desire that he, could have accompanied 
them for dinner that night guest, and had requested 
him to pass on to PASTER's personal regard 
and a statement to the effect that PASTER harbored no ill 
Will against him for having testified against PASTER and 
the other defendants in this case, 


as 


Said that he also believed that the matter of 
possibly testifying in the North Dakota case 
in the future was mentioned at that time and that 
made some general passing remark to the effect that he surely 
hoped that he would be excused as a witness as it took so much 
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time away from his work and that he did not really lmow 
what he could testify to that would be of importance in 
the case any way. 


further stated that either on the night of 
January 2, 1953, or January 3, 1953, he could not be sure 
Which date, he arrived at his home rather late at night to 
find a note to the effect that hag 
beén calling him from some phone in either Minneapolis or 
St, Paul and had requested word left for him to contact 
a certain long distance operator in one of those cities 
by number upon his return home, 


stated that he returned this call was 
was eventually connected with[___], he presumed at 
home, due to the lateness of the hour, : 


stated that maybe_he is overly suspicious, but 
that due to the fact treat voice was very faint and 
there was considerable static or interference on the wire 
at the time of the call, he suspected that their conversation 
might have been in the process of being recorded and he was 
therefore somewhat guarded in his statements at the time, 


He said that [___] inquired_almost immediately at the aitset 
of the conversation if he,[_|, had had a_chance to dis- 
cuss intentions concerning 

testifying as a Government witness in the case to come up 
against PASTER and others in North Dakota in the near future, 
[._]said that he cannot be sure exactly what reply he 


made to this question but that his answer was generally to 
the effect that he had discussed the. matter itn [| 


only in passing and had gotten the general idea that 
[_| hoped to be relieved of this duty because of the 
Great amount of time and expense plus the fact that he would 
make a trip to Nortn Dakota only to find out that after he 
had Lost a@ good deal of time, he would be unable to furnish 
any pertinent testimony anyhow. He believes that he recalls 
that questioned him superficially about this reply | 
which he had made but does not recall the answers he gave 
tof _] at the time except that he does have a definite 
recollection that any answers which he made would have been 


to for those reasons, 
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tot ston tt and apparently were somewhat nonesatisfactory | 
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He said that [____ | next said that he and the other defendants 
in this case were to be sentenced within a few days at St, 
Paul, Minnesota, and that their lawyers had told them to be 
prepared to receive sentences which would require their "doing 
some time", 


[___—s|Jthen said that he and the other defendants had 


appreciated the apparent fairness with which he,L__] 
had testified during the trial at St, Paul, and 
asked if he would be willing to do him a little 


favor. 


[sd said that he asked what thisfavor might be, [| 
replied something to the effect that "they" believed that 
ne, } could do something which might lighten 
the sentences which they expected to receive if he would be 
Willing to write a particular type of a letter to Judge 
DONOVAN then went on to tell[.______sJthat he wished 
that would sit down and write a letter to Judge 
DONOVAN telling him that he is positive that he never saw 
such _a jletter and did not believe such a letter existed as 


ees —_____} had testified to during the trial. b6 
went on to request nat OO include in BIC 
‘that letter a statement to the general effect that he, 
had not seen or had any opportunity to discuss 
such a letter with and there- 
fore had had no opportunity to have observed such a letter 
if in fact one actually existed, from and aftér Christmas 
of 1950 until Christmas of the following year. 


stated that he immediately told [| that he would 
not be willing to write such a letter for the reason that as. 
he testified during the trial, he did not specifically recall 
having seen such a letter, but that he would not specifically 
state that he had not actually seen such a letter, either. 
He stated he might actually have seen such letter and, due 
to the fact that same had no personal interst to him, could 
not recall it at the time of trial. He would not be willing 
to state that such letter was never in existence for the 
reason that it well might have been in existence and that 
he well might have seen the letter, although he has searched 
his recollection and has no recollection of ever having seen 
it, Last and finally, he stated that it. would be untruthful 
for him to state that he had not seen[ si and would 
therefore not have had an opportunity to discuss the letter 
with him during the last above mentioned poriod because he 
had, in fact, seen[ sion @ number of occasions 
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wnen that would have been possible, even thougn he has 
no recollection of it, | 


[___]stated that he told[|_] that he had testified 


fully and completely in all honesty at the time of the 

trial and that he has no desire to change any of the testimony 
Which he gave as sane, to the best of his recollection, is 

the full and complete truth. : 


He said that [__] appeared to be somewhat disappointed 
upon receiving his reply but discussed the matter only very 
briefly and generally after having heard his statements 

in that regard, 


He does not recall the remainder of the conversation at 

that time, if any, and feels that the foregoing substantially 
is the gist of the entire telephone call except, perhaps 

some personal greetings or matters which would be trivial 

and irrelevant to any possible connection with this entire 
matter, 


stated that the above mentioned long distance 
telephone calls (2) and the personal call which he received 
from[._] on the late afternoon and early evening of 
December 23, 1952, constitute the only three occasions upon 
which any of the defendants in this case or anyone acting 
for. them have béen in touch with him since he testified at 
the trial in St, Paul, Minnesota, in November, 1952, 


b7C 


volunteered that he does not desire to become 
"involved" in this matter and that he will voluntarily 
contact the Reporting Agent immediately if he should be 
recontacted oyL any of the other defendants, or any- 
one appearing to act for them in the future, 


“At the conclusion of the interview,[ | stated 
that on no occasion during either of the above telephone 
calls or personal call ort dwas the matter of 
oo clain for bonus commissions brought up in any 
way, shave or form, or even touched upon in his discussions 
with - He stated that he has not seen, conversed | 
With, or had any contact whatsoever with 

Since the afternoon or early evening of Christmas 
Day, 1952, and expressed surprise that had 
been in contact with any of the defendants or their 
attorneys and that he had made a trip to St. Paul for that 
purpose, | 
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On January 23, 19539 [Las recontacted for 

the purpose of ascertaining if has had any 
fire whatsoever_at_his‘home during recent years, On 

that occasion stated that he knows of 

no fire at home during the approximately — , 
last four or five years since he has lived at his present 


address.and said that he is positive that he would have 


heard of such an incident had any such occurred, [| 
[sd said that home had burned to the 
ground at a time when resided approximate ly one 


mile west of his present residence, but that this was a 
minimum of eight years ago and possibly as much as ten or 
@leven years ago, 


On the occasion of this recontact,[ | stated 
that there are a few things that he desired to mention 
which he might have overlooked during the previous inter- 
view. 


He said that upon reflectionof the interview and the infor- 
mation he had given, he felt that he should emphasize that 
on the occasion ot [ —__] above-mentioned personal call 
upon him during December, 1952, and on the occasion of the 
long distance call from [__] on January 2 or 3rd, 1953, 
that seemed exceedingly eager to learn whether or not 
plans to go to North Dakota to testify in 
the case there and if so, what, if any knowledge ne would 
apear to have concerning the facts of that case and also 
as to what he might be able to testify to. 


He said, also upon further reflection, that[___] appeared 

to be desperately trying to develop new information concerning 
the letter which featured in the trial of the case and which 

is supposed to be lost or destroyed, or to be able to influence 
hinsy to change the testimony which he had | 
eiven at the time of trial, as above mentioned, 


further volunteered the statement to the 


Ld 

effect that the more he has thought about it, the more 

that it is obvious to him bhab Pe personal 
call in the Tri-City area on December 23, 1952, was primarily 
motivated by matters connected with this case and the 
sentences which the defendants then expected to receive as 


a result of being found guilty, and not as to any usual 
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business of [__] company. 


said that [____]appeared to be almost 
desverate in connection with the suggestions which he 
made during the long distance telephone call above 
mentioned on January 2 or 3, 1953, and that he believes 
that[.__] would leave no stone unturned in an attempt 
to better his position with relation to that conviction 
ana possible sentence, 


With relation to the testimony of 

at the time of trial in connection with the 
missing letter stated that to his personal 
knowledge is a very sloppy person insofar as | 
the maintenance of business records are concerned, He said 
that[ sd has had little or no schooling in business 
affairs and that to the positive knowledge id 

has always followed the policy of 

hrowing away correspondence in business letters which the 


average business man would not think ofparting with, He 

said that from having discussed the matter of Coo | 
testimony that he is pretty 

sure that testified truthfully according to 


the best of his recollection at the time of trial concerning 
the. letter: that he is sure after such discussion that 


actually received such a letter; and that he 
is also sure tha {has made a diligent but un- 
successful attempt to find same, - 


He also volunteered a statement to the effect that[. 


has a notoriously poor recollection for dates and 
that it is easily possible that he could not recall with 
correctness even an approximate cate of a given transaction 
Within a few weeks or months after it had occurred, 


On January 23, 1953,L______—CCC*dtWas contacted, At 
that time she was specifically interrogated as to whether 

or not there had been any fires at or in their home since 
building their present home in 1948. She stated that there 
have been no fires or fire losses there, large or small, | 
of any kind, naturc, or description, and that as she is 
‘almost constantly at hone, or at least part of almost every 
day, that it would have been impossible for there to have 
been any fires there without her having known of it. 
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She said that approximately eight or ten years ago, when 

| they were living west of their present residence, that 
their home had burned down but that this was the last fire 
experienced at their residence and that it. was so long ago 
that it could not conceivably have any connection with 
this present case, 


It is to be noted that during the course of the trial in’ 
this matter, the Reporting Agent accompanied 
from St. Paul, Minnesota to the Davenport 


area, and on November = sees the Reporting Agent, in 

the presence of and with their 
epxressed consent given orally at St. Paul, Minnesota, the 
day previous in the presence of the United States Attorney 
and members of his staff, made a detailed 6éxamination of 

all papers, documents and records in the 

home in an effort to find the missing letter or other records 
or documents which in any way might relate to same, This 
examination was made without pertinent results. 7 
At that time, [.______]stated that at one time he had er 
a4 green metal secretarial type office desk in use at his | 

home and that he sometimes kept records relating to his 

sales work, etc., in that desk, He said that sometime 

previous he had sold this desk to the Tri-City equipment 

Company, Davenport, Iowa, He said that he has no recollection 

that he ever placed the missing letter in that desk and does 

not believe that he ever did so, but made a statement to the 

general effect that it could have been mathematically possible 

that he might have done so, even though he thought that the 
possibility was exceedingly slight. 


laughingly remarked that prior to disposing of that 
had a great many papers, sales records, 

literature concerning the products which he was selling, 
etc,., in the desk and that ne 
had undertaken, one Friday night while she was bowling, to 
go through the contents of the desk, but had apparently be- 
come bored with the procedure and as a result had thrown all 
of the contents of the desk into the fireplace, 


it was recalled that on the same date and during the same’ 
zeneral conversation with thatL___ 
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She said that when she came home from bowling early that 
same evening, there was a little smoke in the living room 
and she noticed that the front of the fireplace appeared 

to be somewhat discolored by smoke, She said that they 
had had a conversation about it at the time and that he 

had said that he had started to go through the contents of 
the desk item by item, and had finally decided, "Oh to hell 
with it" and had thrown all of the papers into the fireplace, 
having apparently failed to properly adjust the draft to 
accomodate so hot a fire, or having thrown too much in at 
one time with the result that some of the smoke had crept 
up on the outside of the fireplace leaving a slight smoke . 
discoloration, 


On January 23, 1953,[.___—————————sid| was again questioned con- 


cerning this incident. 


whe said that she could not recall any of the details con- 

cerning the incident specifically and proceeded to relate 

generally the same story as just above set forth. bs 
i 

When questioned concerning the sale or disposition of the pre 

desk, she said that one weekend when [] was horie and 

after he had quit the Paster and Mayflower Distributing 

Companies, he said that he no longer needed the desk and 

instructed her to advertise it for sale in the classified 

ads of the Davenport Daily Times. She said that he went 

away the first of the following week on a sales trip forgetting 

to leave the key to the desk drawer with her and she did not 

advertise the desk at that time because she felt that any 

prospective buyer would not only want the key but would 

also want to examine the interior of the desk at the time 

of the considered purchase, | 


She stated that either the next weekend or the weekend 
following, returned hore and she had reminded 
him that he had forgotten to leave the key with her, She 
said that he made some remark to the general effect that 
everybody Imew what the inside of a desk looked like anyhow 
and did not see why she hadnot gone on and advertised it as. 
he had asked, She said that on that occasion, however, he 
turned the key over to her and within .a short time there- 
after, probably within a week or two, she caused a classified 
"for sale" advertisement to be publiste d in the Davenport 
Daily Times which, however, failed to achieve any results, 
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She stated that she also recailed that a short time later, 
perhaps two or three weeks, she again caused another 
classified "for sale" advertisement to be run in the Daily: 
Times and this, like the initial advertisement, was also 

- unproductive of results. | 


She also recalled that later, how many days, weeks or months 
she is unable to estimate, To  ] turned the desk over 
to the Tri-City Equipment Company and that he later received 
credit in a now forgotten amount for the desk to apply 
against an account which he owed that company. 


[—“‘C*dzL WW UNHlOE to Bive even an approximate idea 

of the dates upon which any of the above occurrences transpired 
but she said that she believed that the dates of the classified 
advertisement first inserted by her in the Davenport Daily 
Times would have been not to exceed a matter of a few weeks 

at the outside subsequent to the time that[. ss removed 
the contents of the desk and burned it as above mentioned, 


, Classified Advertising Department Manager, Davenport 
Daily Times, Davenport, Iowa, contacted on January 23, 1953, 
advised that the records relating to the insertion of 7 
Classified advertisements paid for in cash by the advertiser. DIC 
are systematically destroyed as they become one year old 
and, accordingly, the records relating to any such advertise- 
ment paid for in cash inserted in the paper prior to _ 
approximately January 1952, would have been destroyed and 
would be no longer available, He pointed out that due to 
the very nature of the classified advertising business, that 
it was customary for persons inserting classified ads to 
pay for same in cash and that the great bulk of such advertising 
business is handled on a@ cash basis and recorded as cash sales 
with no identifying data in the records of the newspaper, 


He mentioned that a small portion of classified ads inserted 
are charged to the person inserting the ad and he volunteered 
to examine such records as might still be available concerning 
such transactions for the calendar year 1951. Later, the 
same date,L__———————_] stated that his department is under 
great stress at the present time due to a printers strike and 
also that he is short some of his personnel. -He stated that 
he had carefully examined the records relating to classified 
advertisements inserted in the paper on a credit basis for 
the period October 1 through December 31, 1951, but had 


found ng reterenes therein to the name of either 
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stated that personnel to review the remaining 
records of credit sales of the classified advertisements 
for the period of 1951 preceding October 1, 1951 would 
probably not be available to him in order. to have that 
check completed prior to January 26, 1953. 


[ stated that the only other way in which the 
dates of the above mentioned classified advertisements 
could be determined would be a detailed review of the 
classified advertisement section of the back copies of 
the Davenport Daily Times for the entire year of 1951. 
He described this as an exceedingly laborious and time 
consuming process and suggested that his check of the 
credit records be completed before giving the latter type 
of check consideration, 


| General Manager, Tri-City Equipment Company, 
Davenport, Iowa, a wholesale organization, 527 West lth | 
Street, was interviewed on January 23, 1953. Pe 


[was questioned concerning any recollection he 


might have concerning the receipt of the above desk from 
Cd] UT stated that he well recalls that 
sometime during the year 1950, his company made a sale of 
some kitchen equipment to a man who was operating an eating 
establishment in a boat house on the Mississippi River, the 
real estate in which same was located having belonged to 

whom he then knew personally. He said that 
he vaguely recalled that this man died or for that some 
reason the account became uncollectable and that 
had assumed and agreed to pay the remaining balance of the 
indebtedness, He also recalled thathe had made some efforts 
to collect the balance of the account from Junsuccess- 
fully. He stated that it was during the fall of the year 1951 
that he met[____———sJ somewhere, he does not now recall, and 
had a personal conversation with him about payment of the 
account, 


At that timeL__Jmentioned that he had a green metal 
office secretary desk which he no longer needed and which 
he was trying to sell. [| said that at the time he was 
in need of a secretarys desk and made arrangements with 

on the spot to call for the desk and take it back 
to his store, following which he would either sell it for 

and credit the proceeds of this sale on his account , 
or that he would use the desk in his own business, 
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[_ Jagreed to this, 


[_]said that a few days later he recalled that he and 
either an employee or a friend went out with one of the 
company trucks to[____sJhome near LeClaire, Iowa, and 
picked up the desk. He said that he was certain that it 
was during the late fall of 1951 as he recalled that it 
was during duck hunting season. He said that he well 
recalled that Do nad some Live ducks in a pen at 

his peace and that some ‘conversation ensued between 


and or[_] and about the duck 
hunting season and its progress, 


[-__] said that he took the desk back to the plant of the 
TrieCity {quipment Company and that same_is still in use 
hers by one of the office employees, a 


[__—j advised that he doubted that he made the usual formal 
"nick up" ticket ait covering the pick up of the desk as 
it was a very unusual transaction and as the desk did not 
represent merchandise previously from the stock of the Tri- 


City Equipment Company. He stated that he would have a bé 
search made for any pick=sup ticket that might be available, b7c 
however, and that [~~] Office Manager of the 


Company, would bé in possession of the ticket if such 
could be located, 


, Office Manager of the Tri-City Equipment 
Company, Davenport, Iowa, also interviewed on January 23, 
1953, advised that he had discussed the matter of procuring 
the desk from s—Cid with Ls arn aad 
found that she had a very definite recollection of the trans- 
action for the reason that she was originally employed at 
that company on October 29, °1951, and that the company had 
no desk for her at the-.time. She well recalled that it was 
the desk which was picked up from the[____s—J residence 
Which was given to her for her use within a week or so after 
the first date of her employment, 


[sd advised that he had conducted a complete search of 


the records of the company but had been unable to locate 
any “pick up ticket" and like[ |, expressed the 
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belief that due to the unusual nature of the transaction, 
that no pick up ticket had been made at the time of the 
transaction. 


then permitted the Reporting Agent to examine 
the office file in connection with the indebtedness 
mentioned by 


Same was found to consist of only a few documentary items. 
The initial item was a conditional sales contract dated 
August 25, 1950, for some kitchen equipment described therein 
as sold by the Tri-City Eyuipment Compamy to one 

After crediting the down payment, a balance of the $308.15 
remained unpaid and this payment was provided for in the 
conditional sales contract and not thereto attached, 


It was noted that[ _____] signed the conditional 


sales contract and note as "buyer" although | 
explained that he had signed this only because he was the ©O 
landlord in the premises where the equipment was to be » BIC 
used, A notation dated August 28, 1950, found in the 

file, reflects that] -} the property owner in 

the location of the premises whereon the kitchen equipment 

Was maintained, had assumed the obligation and agreed to 


pay it in view of the fact that the account had been une 
collectable from the original purchaser. 


The only other item of pertinent interest found in the file 


was a longhand letter dated February 25, 1952, addressed to 
the TrieCity Equipment Company, attention 


This letter read as follows: 


"Dear Sir: 

told me to write you a note several weeks 
ago when he left for Missouri and finally I'm getting 
to it. He said you could credit our account with 
80.00 for the desk and for me to enclose a check 
for $10.00, | 


"T should send you a check every two weeks until 
this has been cliecaned up. 


4 
\, 
ea : 
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"Thank you for all past courtesies. 


Sincerely, 


jsf (a 
LT, Secretary, Tri-City Equipment Company, 


Davenport, lowa, upon interview, advised that to her positive 
knowledge she ‘entered the employment of the said company on 
October 29, 1951. She said at that time she represented 
anew and additional employee to the number of such pe@ sons 
previously employed in the office and for that reason, on 

the date she was hired, no desk was available for her. 


She further recalled that_a few days later[ | made 
some arrangement withL ~~] of Le@laire; Towa, to 
turn in a secretary's desk for credit on a past due account 
which was then owing to the company. She also 
recalled that personally, went to LeClaire, Iowa, 
in a truck and brought back the secretary's desk from the 

residence and she stated that this was perhaps 
about a week after the first date of her employment, and 
certainly not more than two weeks thereafter, 


On January 22, 1953, the Reporting Agent contacted Assistant 
Fire -Chief LANG, Central Fire Station, Davenport, Iowa, 

and made inquiry concerning the manner in which, if any, 
fires occurring in rural areas and small towns are reported, 
Mr, LANG advised that it is his understanding that each 
volunteer fire departnent must keep a record of all cails 
answered by that fire department, and that in addition, 

each town clerk must make a report to the Iowa State Fire 
Marshal of any fire coming to his attention and involving 
aamage in the amount of five dollars and over, 


On January 22, 1953, [|__| Town Clerk, LeClaire, 
Towa, advised that it is the policy of the town of LeClaire, 
Iowa, to have the Chief of the Fire Department, HARVEY 
“PHILLIPS, keep such records as aré necessary concerning 

fire calls made to thé department. He referred the 
Reporting Agent to Mr, PHILLIPS for any information con-= 
cerning such matters, 
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The writer contacted Mr, PHILLIPS who stated that he is 
presently Chief of the LeClaire, Iowa, Fire Department, 
a volunteer organization, and that he has served in that 
capacity continuously for the past six or seven years, 
He stated that he is well and personally acquainted with 
and stated that although L————_] 
residence is just outside the town limits of LeClaire, 
Iowa, that it is well within the territory which would be 
serviced by the LeClaire Fire Department in the event of 


any fire at the[ ss] residence, 


PHILLIPS continued that he is absolutely certain that no 
information concerning any fire at the 
residence has come to his attention during the past six 
or seven years and tnat further, he is certain because of 
his interest_in such matters, that if there had been any 
fire at the[.____s| residence, that he would almost 
certainly have known of it, 


He continued that there had been a fire at the 

home when thes resided about a mile west of their 
present address, but he believed that this was at least 
eight years ago, and possibly earlier than that. He said 
that this fire resulted in their home burning to the ground 
but that this was the last time that he had known of any 
fire at the home. 


an attorney employed by 


and » Davenport, lowa 
contacted on January ¢3, 1953,. advised that 
attorney, departed for @ vacation trip 


through the southeastern states and Florida early on January 


12, 1953, and is not expected to réturn_to Davenport, Towa, 
until on’ or about Pobruary 9, 1953. [-_ 1] stated 


that[ |] is not staying at any specific address and has 
no itinerary for his trip planned in advance, 


She has indicated that[- follows a custom, while 
absent on such pleasure tript, of contacting his office 
once or twice each week telephonically and that she expects 
to hear from him within the next several days,. Arrangements 
wore made with [—___——s*dtto: notify the Reporting Agont 
immediately upon noxt hearing from Ld with 

then proposed itinerarv for the following four 


or five days in ordcr that ho might be contacted wherever he 


may be so located if it is still decmed desirable that such 
investigation be cxpeditiouslyv conducted, 
. - Pp - 


- 22 - 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


One copy of this report is being furnished to the Springfield 
Office for their information in the event that it may be 
desired that additional investigation relating to matters 
here inconcerned may be requested of the Springfield Division, 


Two copies of this report are being forwarded to the | 
Minneapolis Office, even though there are no investigative 
leads for that office hereto appended, this for the reason 
that it is believed that active investigation in this case 
is presently being conducted by that office and that it 
would be highly desirable that an additional copy over and 
above the usual one copy For information be available to 
Minneapolis, 


= 


- 3- 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


THE OMAHA DIVISION 


At Davenport, lowa: 


Will expeditiously recontact[> 4 : 


Class sified Advertising Department Manager, Davenport 
Daily Times, for the results of his check with credit 
records for classified advertisements for the year 1951 
as mentioned hereinabove, 


If the check of LJ is not productive 
of pertinent results, will cause a detailed item by item 
check made of the classified section of each days copy of 
the Devenport Times made for the rear al until the two 
advertisements mentioned by as set forth 


herein have been identified as to date and context. 


REFERENCE: Minneapolis teletype to Omaha dated 121-53. 


Minneapolis Air-Tel to Bureau and Omaha dated 
1-21-53. 
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RECORDED * 18 - : | - a December 15, 1952 
nye 819-4 joy 
Honorable philip Neville Gi R 
United States Attorney 7 oly 


a22i federal Courts Building 
Ste Paul 32, Vinnesota “ 


ify dear Lir. ffevilile: 


} | Fhank you very much for your letter of 
q December &, 1952, in which you commend our repre- 
sentatives tn Onana, Springfiele, and Litnneapolis 
for .thetr work tn the recent case involving 
Herman Paster and others. 


I am tnforming the Special Agents tn 
Charge of these offices of your comnents, and 7 
know -they will appreciate your writing as much: as 
Ie It means a great deai to me personally to 
receive such a letter, and I know that it will be 
a@ source of encouragement to our Special Agents 
who investigated this matter. f{ very much hope 
that our work will continue to merit your approval 
and support and wish to reiterate that we are 
Giways ready to be of any posstble service or 


a3stistance. 
. im . a =r, 
Sincerely yours, _ mw: 
, o> 
m 
toa , 7 E eo 
7 0 ddgan Hooves 
a f- | 7} 
- hy ; Fa : ae i %\ 
Tolson ; . aft eyohe ye At pose 1, [need ee ya’ 
ada Coo rhs, a? Py cde ef Pee ae  & mae ae ‘ \: al! ts} 
Nichols - NV * x “ Ss 
Belmont a: f’ 6? ibe: _ eI Me 24k afi ty 2a ans . 1" i) 
ws © ORE ® R a e 27988 od ee ore xy. aber 

Clege ~oy\ ae ‘ 
Glavin a < “4 y AS i, 7 a 2 
Harbo aa u? oi wo Brake a Hb aid ob 22 Fs & ae wy oh! ey b, ae fs bay e mere ‘ edi aah a, . 
Rosen » * . xe ano 
Tracy . : . . yo 
Laughlin . see Note’ on ‘next page. WO 
Mohr 
Tele, Fm, ” "Fe _ om 
Holloman 1 zy ce “ee my 
Gandy —s et - 


NOTE? a 4-27-42, GS-13, assigned to 


--Onaha Division Resident Agent at Davenport, Towa. 
20. gal) £0D 10-16-33, GS-13, assigned to 
“Minneapolis. Division. 


SAL] E0D 6-85-34, GS-13, assigned to 


Minneapolis: Division. 

SAL dd BOD 11-24-41, as-13, assigned to 
Minneapolis Division. | | | a co 
SA [ F0D 8-6-51, GS-10, assigned to 
“Minneapolis Division. 7 : ee 


be 
b7C 


dame 7 
“, ADDRESS BEPET TO United States Bepariment of Justice 


AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
RW Js EM DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 
221 FEDERAL CoUuRTS BUILDING 
11-5845 ST. PAUL 2, MINNESOTA 


December 8, 1952 _ 


). Fela. Room___ 
| or. Holloman _ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


Director [ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 7 
Washington, D. ¢. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


This office wishes to express its anpreciation for He} 
the very fine work of the members of your organization in they) . L/ 
investigation and pre eparation for_ypial. of al of the recenity tried ~ y 
: HermafPaster,[ | / 


Alber ardner, and théMayflower Distributing © Yompany. The 
case involved the interstate transportation of slot machines 
from the area 1a_surrounding Davenport, Lowa, and a conspiracy 
to violate the soucalled *Jotnvon Act, prohibiting such 
transportation. The defendants involved are men of consider- 
able stature in the field of organized gambling and it is 
felt, by our office at least, that this conviction will have 
a definite deterrent effect. 


‘ be 
We wish to express our appreciation to Mr. J. _L. BIC 
|Dalton, Special Agent in Charge, Omaha. Nebraska, for the very 0 
{fine work performed by , resident _ogent at ; 


Dayenport, Towa. “Special Agent not only did excep= f p 
tional work  meriting recognition on investigating this case i 


Vr Gbut his assistance in the preparation of the case for trial and 
y to 


his assistance during the trial of the case were especially 
otewor thy. 


2 7 We also wish to express our appreciation of the fine 
Ke .work performed by the office of “RoW. Hostény, Special Agent 


Eee 


in Charge, Springfield, ‘Illinois. Mr. Hosteny's agents in- 
hn vestigated the matters in their area with: exceptional thorough- 
‘A, mess and their reports materially aided the trial and conduct 


f ; case. 


‘. 


tu We further feel that.W. G. Banister, Special Agent in 


ae ee olis, Minnesota, es pecially merits recognition. > 
Mr. Banister's “personal activities during ‘the’ course of t _this | 


eee 


an eT 


“RECORDED - 18 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover = p. 2 


mndj{ | 4 | ig.and arduous hours during the 
i vestigation preceding "the trial of this case and. these same 
very. ate. at-night ¢ during the’ course. “of. “the. “trial. to. ‘cheek. on 
the myriad leads | which were “uncovered. as. ‘the defense.in this 
ter unfolded. ‘their diligent efforts, great personal interest, 
and unselfish labors contributed greatly to the successful pros- 
ecution. 


b6 


It is the hope of myself and of Ronald E. Hachey and bI7C 


Richard W. Johnson, Assistant United States Attorneys who tried 
this matter, that our appreciation will be forwarded to these 
men and that they will receive official recognition for their 
performantes. 


Very truly yours, 


| 


j ~ 7 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Fee ee) ORIGINATED AT OMAHA | ; FILE NO. 


REPORT MADE BY . —_ . 
CHARACTER OF CASE | 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION 


OF GAMBLING DEVICES; . 
CONSPIRACY 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


1/14, 20, 21,27, 28/1 


Oa aren 


2/5/53 


REPORT MADE ar 
MINNEAPOLIS © 


. TI 
TITLE — of 


ky 
| —— EPA 


> SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: OS , i 


Information concerning statement made by ( 
before Honorable DENNIS F, DONOVAN, Federal ke “oA 

Judge, St. Paul, Minnesota, concerning this case | 

1/14/53, obtained, Statement indicates now 

not sure whether letter from PASTER, about which he | 3 

testified at trial, was received by[__Jin 1950 | _° 

or 1951. Registration records Commodore Hotel, St. | 

paul, reflect a guest this hotel. 

1/13/53 and checked out 1 3. Svbjects PASTER and 

[___|sentenced one year and one day and GARDNER six : bé 

months to custody of the Attorney General on 1/5/53, b7C 

by the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN. Mayflower Distribu- 

ting Company fined $5000. Disposition sheet and parole 

reports for subjects PASTER,[ —] and GARDNER submitted. 


i 
Y 


Is 
AND Hap 


e | : Jamary 1h, 1953, before Judge DONOVAN in the Federal Courts 
. Building, St. Paul, Minnesota, at which time 
furnished a statement, The transcription covering this state- 


Atos is F ; . . 

ud a = 

am a ye a \ 7 - a 
Pp SBETAILS s!,, ercngey JOHNSON, Assietant United States Attorney, St. Paul, 
ae Fz m Minn&Sota, advised that the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN, 

WS « Federal Judge, St. Paul, Minnesota, had furnished the United 

& - iy. States Attorney's Office, St. Paul, :Minmnesota, as well as 
a7 | the subject's defense attorneys on January 28, 1953, a copy 
gq = of the transcript of the proceedings held at 9:20 A.M. 
; WW AY y) 
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ment was prepared by[___ id) «Court Reporter, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
A review of this transcription disclosed that in his 
statement at the proceedings, indicated an ,mcertainty in his mind about whether 
the alleged letter he received from HERMA /PASTER and about which he testified © 
at the trial, was. received by him in 1950 or‘in 1951. [___ indicated at the 
proceedings that he was not changing his testimony in any respect about whether . 
he actually received a letter from HERMAN PASTER but wanted it understood he was 
not certain whether it was received by him in 1950 or 1951. [sj expressed. 
‘the opinion that if the letter was written in 1950 it would have been destroyed © 
in a fire which occurred that year. In this connection he did not elaborate 
_ on what he meant by the fire. He further felt that if the alleged letter had _ 
. been received by him in 1951 that it would have been found in view of the inten- — 
sive search that had been conducted by him, ahd hig-wife to find it.. | 
reiterated that the story he told on the witness stand at the trial concerning 
. the contents of the letter was the same and the only thing that bothered him . | 
: was ‘whether he had. received. it in 1950 or 1951. oo be 


RICHARD JOHNSON advised no action has been taken by the court: in this. proceeding | 
and. no motions | have been made by. the defense attorneys to the court. 


Comniodore Hotel, 7h Western 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, made available a guest registration record which 
reflects that one 'LeClaire, Iowa, registered at this 
hotel at 10:5) P.M., January cheded out of this hotel at 10:8 A.M. 
on January 1h, 1953. There was. no mocord of any telephone calls made > bY | 


[Jat the hotel. [occupied Room 2076. 


Clerk, United States District Court, Ste Paul, Minnesota, advised 
. that the records in his office reflect that the subjects in this case were sen- 
tenced by the Honorable DENNIS F, DONOVAN Federal Judge, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


on January 3y 193, as follows: _ 


(1) ‘HERMAN PASTER was sentenced to serve a term of one year and one day 
in the custody of the Attorney General on the second count of the indict—_ 
ment returned against him in this case. __ 
| (2) was sentenced to serve a term of one year and - 
_ one day in the custody of the Attorney General on each of the two counts — 
in the indictment returned against him, these sentences to be’ served 
_ concurrently, | | | | . 
fy | | , | 
(3). ALBERT _GARDNER was sentenced to serve a. term. of six months - in the - 


MPLS 71-161: 
custody of the Attorney General on the first, count of the indictment 
returned against him. 


the Mayflower Distributing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, was fined. 85, 000, 
on the. first count of the indictment. : 


Records in the office of the Clerk of ‘United States District court, St. Paul, 


Minnesota, further reflect that on January 5, 1953, an order was filed. setting 


bail on appeal for the subjects at $5,000 each for[__]and PASTER md $3,000 
for GARDNER. On January 1, 1953, each of the defendants, including the May- 


flower Distributing Company, through their. attorneys, filed a notice of appeal | 
to the Circuit Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit, St. Louis, Missouri. On > 


_ the same day appeal bonds for subjects PASTER, [Jeng GARDNER were filed. 


Parole reports and disposition sheets for subjects asm, [eva GARDNER 
are submitted herewith. | 


be 


b7C 


a 
id . 
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“ADMINISTRATIVE PACE | 


‘THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 


Lat Ste Paul, Minnesota - 


| wu maintain. contact with the United states attorney's Of fice concerning 
' ‘any motions made by the defense attorneys for the subjects or any action taken 
> by the court in connection with the proceedings involving the statement made — 
. by witness [_____efore tt the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN on January 
- Uy, 1953..~ es 


REFERENCE © = } a 
Reports of SA[_________] dated January 23, 1953 and January 26, 1993, 


at Omaha, Nebraska, — 
Teletype from Minneapolis to Omaha, dated Jamary 21, 1953, and. | Whineapolis oo 


+. airtel to the Bureau and: Omaha, dated January al, 1953.6 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 2 


THIS’ CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA _— a | . FILE NO. 
REPORT MADE AT: DATE WHEN MADE: REPORT MADE BY: | | 
- MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 2/5/53 [ dtt~—~—~—sS:SCéat 
. NAME OF CONVICT WITH ALIASES: . . - bE 
ALBERT GARDNER | a | | oye 
VIOLATION: . | , 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING 
DEVICES; CONSPIRACY - | PAROLE R EP ORT 


During the period the offenses were committed by the defendants, from 
Jamary through March 1951, in this case, HERMAN PASTER was the principal 
owner of the Mayflower Distributing Company and the Paster Distributing 
Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. Both of these companies 
engaged in the business of purchasing, distributing, selling andservicing 
coin operating amusement machines. During the same period 
[_]was employed by PASTER as a and ALBERT GARDNER was employed 
. by him as a shipping clerk LeClaire, Iowa, was employed 
by PASTER as[—_——sédgjim’- Towa ffor the Paster istributing Company from . 
_ December 1949 to April 1951. 


During the latter part of January 1951 and particularly during February 1951, 
PASTER made several long distance telephone calls to and — 
- allegedly wrote him a letter in February 1951 instructing to give 
preferred attention to the lining up of any available slot machines which 
could be procurred at sacrifice prices in Towa territory. Following 
preliminary arrangements made by on March 1 and 25 1951, 
purchased twenty-eight slot machines owned by the American Legion in Daven- 

_ port, Iowa, and bought ten slot machines stored at Eddy's New Yorker, a night- 
club in Rock,Island, Illinois, and which were owned by WILLIAM KNOPP of Daven~ 
port, Iowa. A total of $1730 was paid in cash for the machines. Following | 

the purchase of the thirty-eight slot machines,[ _land GARDNER, on March 
2, 1951, transported them from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Isimd, Illinois, to 


. St. Paul Minnesota, where they wore unloaded at the Mayflower Distributing 
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“Company in ‘Ste ‘Paule 


On September 19, 1952, a . Federal Grand Jury at St. Paul returned an “indict- | 
ment in two counts against HERMAN PASTER,[________—————sdiAnd. ALBERT bé 
GARDNER. Count one charged that[_ | GARDNER and the Mayflower Distributing TC 
_. Company had, on or about March 2, 1951, transported approximately thirty-" 

eight slot machines to St. Paul, Minnesota, from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock 
Island, Illinois, in violation of litle 15, Section 1172, U. 3. Code. 

Count two charged that between January 15, 1951, and March 5, 1951,[ | 
GARDNER and PASTER conspired together to transport thirty-eight slot machines 
from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, to St. Paul,. Minnesota, by 
means of a motor truck. *his count is. supported by t the allegation of five 
overt actSe 


on November 29, 1952, following a Jary Trial at St. Paul, Minnesota, ALBERT 
GARDNER was found guilty as charged in the fist. count of the indictment 
returned against him (transportation) and was found not guilty as charged 


- . in the. ‘second count of the indi ctment (conspiracy) « 


On January s, 1953, the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN, Federal "judge; Ste 

Paul, Minnesota, sentenced GARDNER to serve a term of six months in the 

custody of the Attorney General ‘on the first count of the indictment previously 
mention. a . . 


there are’ no known mitigating circumstances. 


t . 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA - -_ . FILE NO. 
REPORT MADE AT: . DATE WHEN MADE: REPORT MADE BY: . | | 
unmespouts, wowsom | 2/5/83 | | aa 
NAME OF CONVICT WITH ALIASES: 
. ' | DO 
HERMAN PASTER | _ oo a 7 BFE 
VIOLATION: 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING DEVICES PAROLE REPORT 


CONSPIRACY | _ a 


During the period the offenses were committed by the defendants, from 
January through March 1951, in this-case, HERMAN PASTER was the principal 
owner of the Mayflower. Distributing Company and the Paster Distributing | | 
Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. Both of these companies” 
engaged in the business of purchasing, distributing, selling and servicing 
coin operating amusement machines. During the same period 

was employed by PASTER as a and ALBERT GARDNER was employed 
by him as a shipping clerk. LeClaire, Iowa, was employed 
by PASTER as[ sin Iowa for the Paster Distributing Company from 
December 19h9 to April 1951. | 


During the latter part of January 1951 and particularly during February 1951, 
PASTER made several long distance telephone calls tol sand 
allegedly wrote him a letter in February 1951 instructing[ sto give 
preferred attention to the lining up of any available slot machines which. ] 
could be procurred at sacrifice prices in| ]tona territory. Following 
preliminary arrangements made by on March 1. and 2, 1951, 
purchased twenty-eight slot machines owned by the American Legion in Davenport, 
Towa, and bought ten slot machines stored at Eddy'ts.New Yorker, a nightclub 
in Rock Island, Illinois, and which were owned by WILLIAM KNOPP of Davenport, 
Towa. A total of $1730 was paid in cash for_the machines. Following the | 
purchase of the thirty-eight slot machines,[ __and GARDNER, on March 2, 1951, 
transported them from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, to St. Paul, 
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‘Minnesota, where ‘they were unloaded at the Mayflower Distributing Company 
in St. Paule | | . 


On September 19, 1952, a Federal Grand Jury at St. Paul returned an indict-_ 
ment in two counts against HERMAN PASTER, a st Fa etapa on nl 


GARDNER. Count one charged that GARDNER and the Mayflower Distributing 
Company had, on or about March 2, 1951,- transported approximately thirty-— . b6S 


eight slot machines to St. Paul, Minnesota, from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock = -b7c 
Island, Tllinois,- in violation of Title 15, Section 1172, U. Se Code. — oy 
‘Count two charged that between January 15, 1951 and March 5, 1951, 
GARDNER and PASTER conspired together to transport thirty-eight slot machines’ 
| from Davenport, Towa, and Rock Island, Illinois, to St. Paul, Minnesota, . : 
by means of a motor truck. This count is supported by the allegation of 
. five overt acts. | ; | I . 


On November 29, 1952, following a Jury Tria in St. Paul, Minnesota, HERMAN | 
PASTER was found guilty: as charged 4 in the second count of the indictment. 
(conspiracy). 


On, January g, 1993, ‘the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN, Federal Judge, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, sentenced HERMAN PASTER to serve a term of one year and one day. =. 
in the custody of the Attorney General. « on bhe second count of the indictment 
previously mentionede : 


There are no known mitigating si reunstances, 
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: FILE NO. 
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es a ns V7 
| viovation: . . ; 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF GAMBLING Pp AROLE RE PORT 


DEVICES; CONSPIRACY 


During the period the offenses were committed by the defendants, from 

January through March 1951, in this case, HERMAN PASTER was the principal 

owner of the Mayflower Distributing Company and the Paster Distributing ; 

Company, 2218 University Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. Both of these companies 
engaged in the business of purchasing, distributing, selling and servicing _ 

coin operating amusement machines. During the same period | | 

was employed by PASTER as a and ALBERT GARDNER was employed 

by him as a shipping clerk. LeClaire, Iowa, was employed 

by PASTER as—__ | in Iowa for the Paster Distributing Company from 
December 1949 to April 1951. 


During the latter part of January 1951 and particularly during February 1951, 
PASTER made several long distance telephone calls to and 
allegedly wrote him a letter in February 1951 instructing __|to give _~ 
preferred attention to the lining up of any available slot machines which | 
could be promrred at sacrifice prices inL_____] Iowa territory. Following 
preliminary arrangements made by[—S——sdsCOn- March 1 and 2, 1951, 
purchased twenty-eight slot machines owned by the American Legion in Davenport 
Towa, and bought ten slot machines stored.at Eddy's New Yorker, .a nightclub 
in Rock Island, Illinois, and which were owned by WILLIAM KNOPP of Davenport, 
Iowae A total of $1730 was paid in cash for_the machines... Following the 
purchase of the thirty-eight slot machines,|___]and GARDNER, on March 2, 
1951, transported them from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, to. 

gt. Paul, Minnesota, where they were unloaded at the Mayflower Distributing 
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Company in Ste Paule 


On Septenber 19, 1952, a Federal Grand Jury at Ste Paul returned an indict 
-ment in two counts against HERMAN PASTER, and ALBERT : 
GARDNER. Count one charged that[__] GARDNER and the Mayflower Distributing 
Company had, on or about March 2, 1951, transported approximately thirty- | 
eight slot machines to St. Paul, Minnesota, from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock 
Island, Illinois, in violation of Title 15, Section 1172, U.S. Code. 
Count two charged that between January 15, 1951 and March 5, 1951, a 
GARDNER and PASTER conspired together to transport thirty-eight slot machines 
from Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, to St. Paul, Minnesota, by . 
means of a motor truck. This count is supported by the allegation of five 
overt acts. | — 
| | _  b6 
on November 29, 1952, following = a jury Trial at Ste Paul, Minnesota, ] BIC 
was found guilty as charged in the first and second counts — 7 
of the indictuent returned against him (transportation and conspiracy). 


On January 5, 1953, the Honorable DENNIS F. DONOVAN sentenced | 

to serve one year and one day in the Custody of the Attorney General 
on each of the two counts of the indictment previously mentioned, the sen- 
tence | to be served. concurrently. | | 


There are no lmown mitigating circumstances. 
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Cd te Claire, Iowa, advises that 
the "fire" referred to in his statement to . 


Judge DONOVAN of the U.S. District Court, Ste Paul, - 


Minnesota, on .1/1l,/53, related to his destruction 


by fire of papers removed by him from a. desk. 


maintained at his residence, such destruction 
of said : 


desk for sale by classified advert Zs eg 
Davenport Daily Times. A detailed item by item 


. check of all classified advertisements a pearing 


han that paper during the year 1951 reflects that 
| — desk was advertised during. September, . 
1951 Ld 


+. prior to August, 1951, Details of interviews 8 
a endf 
| attorney, set forth together with other 


Times, Davenport , Towa, during the year 1951. 


and, in 3 teh, of this information, 


states that the "fire" would not have occurred 


information apparently relating to, 


appearance before Judge DONOVAN on 1, 1 34 a 


Pe 


On February 6, 1953, Special spn eee cms St 

reporting agent made a detailed item by item check of all 

classified advertisements appearing in the: Davenport Daily... 
Said check 
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was made at the library of mid newspaper and by means of examination 
of the official file copies of ssid newspaper maintained in its 
library. 


As a result of such check, one pertinent advertisement was 
located, same having appeared in the "For Sale or Exchange" column 
of the classified ads on September 21,22, and 2h, 1951, 


In this connection it is noted that September 23, 1951, was a 
Sunday, and that the Davenport Daily Times is thot published on 
Sundays, It is further noted in this connection, that inquiry 
among the staff of the said newspaper has reflected that a special 
rate is made to patrons of the classified advertisement section of 
the paper for three-day publications of advertisements, and that 
the great bulk of such advertisements are run on a three-day 

basis as a result. 


The above advertisement read as follows: "Large green steel fold- 
away typewriter desk, like new, #100. Delux Thayer baby buggy 

with pad, $25. Diell__}* 

it is also to be noted in connection with this advertisement b6 
that when interviewed on January 23, 1953, bIC 
Le Claire, lowa, made reference to her recoliections of having 
advertised an office type desk which[ shad maintained 

in their residence, it having been discussed between them and a 
decision that the desk was superfluous was reached, They decided 
that they might as well dispose of same and obtain the cash for it. 
At that time, she stated that the occasion of this discussion 

was during a week-end when was at home between sales 
trips, and that as a’result of the discussion, they reached a 
decision to advertise the desk in the classified section of the 
Daily Times, Davenport, Iowa. She further advised that she failed 
to advertise it the following week because[ si had omitted 
leaving the key to the desk in her possession prior to his 

departure on another sales trip the first of the week following 

the discussion, it being her thought at the time that the prospective 
purchaser would want to inspect the interior of the same’ before 
buying.s 


With further reference to the interviewof January 23, 1953,[ | 
stated that either the next week-end or the week-end 

following, [Ls returned home and she reminded him that 

he had forgotten to leave the key with her. He then turned the 

key over to her and within a short time thereafter, probably 
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within a week or two, she caused a classified "For Sale" 


advertisement to be published in the Davenport Daily Times 
which failed, however, to achieve any results, She stated 
that she also believed that @ short time later, within two or 
three weeks thereafter, she caused another classified ad to 
be run in the Davenport Daily Times but that this ad, too, 
was unproductive of results, 


further advised that she was unable to give even 
an.approximate idea of the date or dates on which she had 
placed the ads in the Daily limes, but that said ads would | 
have appeared not to exceed a matter of a fewweeks at the he 
outside subsequent to the time that her husband moved the TC 
contents of the desk and burned them, 


Also during the same interview,[ sd advised that there 
had been no fires at or in their residence since it was built 

in 1948, and she would certainly have known of any fire which 
might have taken Dlace there, She went on to say that on the 
same week-end that she and originally discussed the 
Sale of the desk, that said he was going to remove 
from the desk all of the sales records, sales literature, and 
other papers which were in the desk, in order that the desk might 
be in condition to exhibit to prospective purchasers developed by 
the classified ad which they expected to run, and that he also 
told her that he was going to sort them out and destroy any 
papers which did not appear to him to be of further value, 


stated that she is quite sure that this discussion 


took place on a Friday as the process of removal and sorting of 


the papers had not yet commenced when she left for her regular 
Friday evening bowling. She stated that the same night, she 
returned from her bowling and, upon entering the residence, 
smelled and observed smoke in the living room, She immediately — 
noticed that the frortof the fireplace appeared to be somewhat 
discolored by the smoke, and knew that this discoloration had 
not been present there on any previous occasions. She said that 
she ena Po a a conversation about this at the time 
and that he toid her then that he had been going through the 
contents of the desk item by item and had finally decided 

"OH, to hell with it" and had thrown all the papers into the 
fireplace having apparently failed to properly adjust the 
draught to accommodate so hot a fire, or, having thrown too 
much paper in at one time with a result that some of the smoke 


smoke discoloration and, which same action had permitted smoke 
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to escape from the fireplace proper into the room itself, 


On February 6, 1953, was advised that a detailed, 
item by item check of all classified ads appearing in the Dave nport 
Daily Times during the year 1951 had been made, She was also 
advised that that check revealed the publication of the above 
quoted advertisement under the dates of September 21,22, and 2h, 
1951. She was further advised that no further advertisement 

for the desk had been located as a result of the check, 


then advised that in her opinion her recollection 
that she hed inserted two advertisements within two or three 
weeks of each other had apparently been erroneous, and that 
the above quoted advertisement was probably the only advertisement 
that she had:caused to be inserted, She further acvised that 
now that her memory is refreshed by the information concerning 
the above advertisement, that she would state that it was 
probably about two weeks and certainly not more that a month 


prior to the publication of that advertisement that 


had cleaned out the desk and destroyed its contents by burning | 
as previously described by her on the interview of January 23, ee 
1953. : 


On February 6, 1952,[ __| LeGlaire, Iowa, was interviewed 
end furnished the following information: | 


He stated that "the fire™ to which he had reference in making a 
statement to Honorable DENNIS F, DONOVAN, Federal Judge at Ste 
Paul, Minnesota, on January ll, 1953, was the occasion upon 
wich he had removed an accumulation of papers and documents 
from an office desk maintained at his residence prior to adver- 
tising same for sale. [ J went on to state that he could 
not recall even the approximate date upon which this had 
transpired, and was unable, after attempting to connect this 
incident with other items which he could place chronologically, 
to fix even an approximate date of the incident, 


added that the desk in question was a green, steel desk 
of the type usually referred to as a secretary's desk, At the 
time in question, he had mt been using for some little time and 
had put it in the garage in the rear of his residence, The desk 
contained a considerable quantity of miscellaneous records, 
receipts, sales literature, and even some old records which were 
several years old at the time and which related to the flying 
school which he formerly operated in Davenport, 
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said that he realized that the desk probably had a 
value of about $100, and as he was no longer using it, and for 
the further reason that it was only in his way, he decided to 
attempt to sell the desk, 


He recalled that on one week-end between sales trips he had a 
conversation with about selling the desk, He instructed 
her to run a classified "For Sale" advertisement in the Davenport 
Daily Times as a result of this discussion, He believes that 
it was the same evening upon which they had this discussion that 
went bowling, and as her’ team bowls on Friday nights, he 
would therefore assume that it was on a Friday night. 7 
While she was absent, bowling, he removed all of the papers in. BIC 
the desk originally intending to go through the papers item by 
item in order to save any of those which might appear to have any 
continued value... He said, however, that after beginning to make 
this type of examination of the contents of the desk, he observed 
that most of the contents were so old and obsolete that the papers 
appeared to have no further value, and for this reason he cleaned 
out the entire contents of the desk and threw them in the fire- 
place in his living room where he burned them, He further stated 
that he does not recall having saved any of the documents or 
papers which had previously been contained in the desk and is 
reasonably sure that he destroyed all of them by burning at that 
time. 


said that he failed to adjust the draught in the fire- 
place to accommodate a fire of the size which resulted in the 
burning of the paper, and as a result of this failure, flames of 
the fire liked the outer upper edge of the fireplace causing 
smoke discoloration on the imitation stone finishing off the 
fireplace. Also, as a result of this burning, a considerable 
quantity of smoke escaped into the room. 


He recalled that the incident was the subject ao immediate discussion 
between him and[_ sd] when she returned home from bowling that 
evening, she having observed the discoloration on the fireplace 

and having smelled some of the remaining smoke, 


was then advisedof the results of the above mentioned 
check of the classified ads appearing in the Davenport Daily Times 
for the entire year 1951, particularly the dates of the advertise- 
ment. Upon receiving this information,[_] stated that, 
alhough he is still unable to fix the precise date upon which he 
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removed the papers from the desk as above mentioned and destroyed 
same by burning, he is now certain that said burning would have 
transpired probably around two weeks before the dates of the 
advertisement and not more that a month previous thereto, 

states that, although he does not recall having seen the letter 
from HERMAN PASTER in question, that during the time of the 
removal of the above papers from the desk, or their subsequent 
burning, and is quite certain that he would not have destroyed 
the letter had he noticed it at the time, that it is entirely 
possible that the letter might have been destroyed in that manner 
and at that time, and that if it was contained in the desk at 
that time, it would almost certeinly have been destroyed, 


|__| further stated that he has had no contact whatsoever 

wi any of the defendants in this case or anyone purporting to 
represent them since January ll, 1953, and he assured the reporting 
agent that should any such persons attempt to contact him in the 
future, that he would immediately notify the renvorting agent or 
some other authorized representative of the Bureau, 


At the conclusion of the interview[__Jagain stated that the 
incident upon which he burned the papers which had previously 
been contained in the desk as above mentioned constituted the 
"rire" referred to by him at the time he made his statement to 
Judge DONOVAN at St. Paul, Minnesota on January 1h, 1953. 


On February 5, 1953, [ attorney, Td 
[dd sé aavenpor Owa, contacted the reporting agent 


to advise that ne, DT, understood that the reporting agent 
had made an effort to contact him during his absence on a tour 


through the southeastern states a short time previously. LL __—s=d 
attention was directed to his contact with on 
January 10, 1953, and in this connection, furnished the. 


following information; 


He advised that he has oan Cael seetally and has also acted 


as his attorney for a number of years. said that he 
understood that[ J had attempted to contact him telephonically 
on the morning of January 10, 1953, at a time when he was 

busily engaged in a conference, and, accordingly, [_s—i| returned 
the call late that afternnon by calling at his residence 
phone, [______| stated that[— __—siJ’: proceeded to advise him 

that HERMAN PASTER and an attorney from St. Paul, Minnesota, who 
presumedly represented PASTER, had flown to Moline, ITilinois earlier 
the same day and had had a conference with[ Jat the Moline 
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airport. [-___]went on to advise[ ss that since PASTER 
end the other defendants in this case had been convicted, he, 

, had been afraid that either the defendants or someone 
acting for them right attempt to retaliate against[ Jor 
members of his family because of having furnished 
testimony against them during the trial, | 


said that he could not recall the exact words that 

used in this connection and that he did not recall that 

had stated that either the defendants or anyone acting 
for them had made any threats of physical violence or any other 
type of retaliation, that[__] had apparently got this notion 
by construction placed upon inferential statements made to him 
before the trial by Jo Rock Island, Illinois D6 
(whose contacts with have been previously reported), HIC 
and by the generally foreboding and somewhat menacing attitude 
displayed toward by some of the defendants at the time 
of trial. said that during the conversation he became 
pretty well convinced that [Jactuall was afraid of meeting 
with harm for the abow:reasons an that confided to him 
that because of this fear, he had, a few days prior to their 
conversation, telephonically ontacted PASTER by long distance 
in order to assure PASTER that he,[ J had not testified 


against the defendants out of malice but only because it was his 
duty to do so, 


said that during his telephone conversation with[ | 
on January 10, 1953, as mentioned, that advised him 
that PASTER and perhaps PASTER's attorney who accompanied him, 
although[ si | could not be certain of this, had stated or 
strongly intimated to[ ss] that it was felt that 
could probably do a lot to relieve the conditions of the sentence 
pronounced upon PASTER if there were any portions of 
testimony about which[ | had any doubt_and if 
would make these doubts known to the court. said that 


from what[- |] told him on that occasion, it was rather 


obvious that PASTER had been pressuring[ __]to make a trip _ 

to St. Paul Minnesota, for the purpose of discussing the testimony 
which had given at the time of trial, particularly 

with relation to the letter wen rth in unto he had 

received from PASTER during February of 1951 in which letter 

PASTER had instructed] to give top priority to lining up 


slot machines in the Quad-City area for purchase by PASTER'Ss 
interests, 


OM 71-206 | 

said that as a result of the conversation he had with 

on January 10, 1953, it appeared rather obvious to him 
that would have no objection to making the trip to St. 
Paul, Minnesota, as suggested by PASTER because apparently 


felt that PASTER would consider his so doing an evidence of 
good faith end an indication that[___Jhad testified at the 
time of trial without malice to PASTER and the other defendants, 


said that when this became obvious to him he questioned 

as to whether or not[_sj had any misgivings about 
any of the testimony which he had given during the trial, and 
that [-__] told him that he had testified to the truth during 

the trial and would not be willing to change his testimony in 

any respect except that it was bothering him a little because of 
his recollection that he had tes#ified more or less specifically 
to having received the above letter during the last few days of 
February, 1951, and that upon further reflection, he was not so 
sure as to the exact date or time upon which he had received the 
letter. _ 7 


said that it also appeared thet [ __]nea been doing ””° 
some thinking subsequent to the time of trial concerning the 


reasons fr his inability to find that letter, particularly 
because he had apparently intended to save it and because he has 
been unable to locate it after making a ddtermined effort to do 
SOe sO 


Lsaid that he proceeded to question ag" to whether 
or not had recalled anything specific whic “would alter 
his testimony at the time of trial and[ | said\ thes his 

testimony was true as furnished at that time, and that: kf 


not care to alter his testimony. 


Because appeared to be receptive to PASTER's suggestion 
that go to St. Paul, Minnesota for a conference with 
PASTER!s attorneys,~ ss] told [ _—idgy that iff he had testified 
truthfully during the trial as he states he did, and which 

has no reason to doubt, that he felt that any call which 

might make at St. Paul, and, in fact, any further contact 

with the defendants or anyone representing them, should be 
preceded by PASTER or his’ attorneys' making available to 
tor Ds] inspection a complete transcript of all 
testimony at the time of trial in order that[ | might 
review it and give[_sj appropriate advice, 


[ said that he also admonished[ snot _to go to St, 
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Paul or make any statements or commitments which might appear 
to alter his testimony as furnished at the trial, and that he 
further pointed out that [| should make no statement to 
anyone which could be taken as contradictory to any of his 
testimony. He stated that he also pointed out that it was 
obvious to_him that PASTER was apparently bringing influence to 
bear upon[____—_sid| in an effort to mitigate the sentence which 
he, PASTER, had received, and that cc had agreed that he 
recognized that this was probably the case, 


a stated that the telephone conversation on January 10, 

1953, finally wound up by his more or less specifically advising 
not to go to St. Paul or have any further contact with 

the defendants or their attorneys without his, | 

knowledge, and at the conclusion of the conversation he felt that 
was fully convinced that he should not make the trip 


to st. Paul, and would not do so without furher reference to 
; b6 


With reference to any possible knowledge of threats or other 
efforts to intimidate [son the part of the defendants or 
anyone purporting to represent them,[ _—_siJ stated that he had 
no knowledge of any such matters but that it clearly appeared 
to him during the telephone conversation on January 10, 1953, 
and in conversations with[_Jpreviously about the matter 
that [—____idj appeared to be genuinely concerned about his 
possibly having incurred the ill will of PASTER andthe other 
defendants,and about the possibility of their: retaliating against 
him in some way as a result. [_] stated that _he does not 
recall that any mention whatsoever was made of Ld aallieged 
claim for commissions against the PASTER interests on January 10, 
1953, and that he has no reason to believe that 
proposed trip to St. Paul, above mentioned, was contemplated by 
in the expectation of receiving any thing of value from 
PASTER or the other defendants, but solely for the purpose of 
attempting to convince them that he had not acted maliciously by 
appearing and testifying as a Government witness, 


The following investigation was conducted at Decorah, lowa, by 
Special Agent[_____ 
b2 


Confidential Informant , of known reliability, advised  b7pD 
that Le Glaire, lowa, registered | 
at the Winnesheik Hotel at O p.m. on January 14, 1953, and be 


checked out at 9:10 a.m. on January 15, 1953: He occupied bre 
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room #207 ‘and his bill was for $5.59 which included a charge 
of $3.25 per room, and $2.30 for a long distance telephone call 
to Davenport, Lowa, 


Tt is noted that on the evening of January dk, 1993; [ 
[___]telephonically contacted the writer to advise that she 6 
had just received a prepaid call at her residence from[ ]_sibvc 


who stated that he had registered as a guest at the 
Winnesheik Hotel at Decorah, lowa, 


The following investigation was conducted at Des Moines, lowa, 
by Special Agent[ 


Gonfidential InformantL___] of known reliability, advised that 
the call made by[———————sicon January 14, 1953, from the 
Winnesheik Hotel, Decorah, lowa, was to telephone number 

Le Claire, Lowa, a suburb of Davenport, Iowa, which is covere 


by the Davenport Telephone Exchange, further advised that | 
that number is listed to . b2 


b7D 
The following investigation was conducted at New Hampton, Iowa, 
by Special Agent [——_—_]} 


the Recker Motel, advised that their registration records do 


not indicate that [—___, 1 ed at that motel at any time 
subsequent to January 1, 1953. 


further advised that 
she is not acquainted with that the motel was built b6 
approximately one year ago, e newest in the area, and b7c 


that there is only one other motel in the immediate vicinity. 


of Sunnyside Cabins, advised that 
she was unable to locate anyregistration forl_ in 
the files of her office, 


Gonfidential Informant |_|] of known reliability, advised that one 
was a gues the Anthes Hotel, Fort Madison, Lowa, 

on January 84 1953, having been a guest in room #105 on that 

occasion, This informant further advised that he placed two 

telephone calls to Minneapolis, Minnesota which were prepaid calls, 

one in the amount of $2, Ws plus tax, and the other for $0.95 plus 

taxXe 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 
.'b? 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 


MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE: 
Ste Paul, Minnesota: 


Will follow and report any further activity in connection 
with this case, 


OMAHA .OFFICE: 
Des Moines, lowa: 


Will, at District Office of Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 
ascertain the record of long distance telehpone calls charged 
to Davenport telephone [| the subscriber to which is 

Le Claire, Iowa. This check should cover the 
period 12/1/52 to and including 2/1/53. In covering this 
lead it is requested that the identity of the person to whom 
each call was placed be ascertsi ned as well as the number of 
the phone at which the call was completed, 


Will, at the Hotel Randolph, report the data reflected by bé 
the registration card of | as at = bc 
the Anthes Hotel, Fort Madison, Iowa, on 1/6/53, and from 

the hotel toll telephone ticket ascertain information as to 

the numbers to which the calls to Minneapolis and paid for 

by [__ J] were placed, together with the name of any 
individual who might have been called on a person to person 
basis. | 


iT IS REQUESTED THAT THE LEADS ABOVE SET FORTH BE COVERED EXPEDITIOUSIY 


References: Renvort of SA 2/5/53, Minneapolis. 
Report of SA , 1/26/53, Omaha, 
Reoort of SA , 1/23/53, Omaha. 
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cerning the "fire" mentioned by him in his volunté oo 

) Statement to Judge DONOVAN, St. Paul, Minn., 1-14-53, | b2 

-:> and, in said statement, fixed the time of said "rire b7D 

as no earlier than August, 1951. Information received 

' from Confidential Informant who has heretofore — 
furnished both reliable and unreliable information. 

get forth as regards recent information procured by 
the. informant / concerning HERMAN PASTER. 


es 
| DETAILS: - At _Leclaire Towa: | : 


On the afternoon of February, 21, 1953, 
“was interviewed at his: residence by © 


Special Agent and the reporting. agent. 

At that time, executed he FOLLOWINE signed — 

statement. | | —_ 

ne —— - LeClaire, Towa VEE ETN Pe. 
a _ | | - February 2l, 1953 mo wt 


ae 


"rt, _} maké_the following state- 
ment of my own free will ake the following sts to 
me well and. personally known: to be a Special Agent 

| of the Federal Bureau of Investi ation. - | 
COPIES DESTROYED | 
~ 88 AUG lv 1966, "I: know ‘that I am in no way obligated to’ make. this 
stat ement. I have received nothing for doing so, 
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"and no threats or promises of any kind have been 
made to me. I know that this statement could be used 
in a court of law. 


"I was one of the witnesses for the government in 

a@ case in which the hiker Phonas was Plaintiffgeand 
» Albert™Gardner, c 33 

were Defendants. This case was tried in the United 

States District Court at St. Paul, Minnesota, during 

November, 1952. 


"During that trial I testified to the receipt of a 
certain letter from Herman Paster in which he in- 
structed me to give top priority to lining up slots 
machines which might be purchased in my territory. 

I also testified at the time of the trial that I had 
been uanble to find this letter. 


"On January 14, 1953, I was in St. Paul, Minnesota, 

at the request of Herman Paster, and on that day 
called at the chambers of Honorable Dennis F. Donovan, 
the judge of the above court before whom the above 
case was tried. 


"On that occasion I made a statement to Judge Donovan 
concerning the above letter. As I recall, I made 

some reference to the possible destruction of that 
letter by fire and indicated that if I had received 
same during 1950 that it would have been destroyed 

by fire which occurred that year. I also made some 
statement to the general effect that if I had re- 
ceived that letter during 1951, that I should have 
been able to locate it in view of the intensive search 
which both my wife and myself made for it. 


"T now desire to make the following additional remarks 
in further explanation of the matter of the possible 
destruction of said letter by fire, and my inability 
to locate same. 


Mince making the statement to Judge Donovan on Jan- 
uary 14, 1953, as above mentioned, my recollection 
has been further refreshed by receipt of information 
concerning the disposition of a desk in which I at 
one time kept papers of various kinds which were per- 
tinent to my business and personal affairs. 
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"At the time I made the above mentioned statement 

to Judge Donovan on Janusry 11, 1953, I had not, as 
yet, received this additional information which I 
referred to in the last preceding paragraph, the same 
having come to my attention only recently. 


"T recall that at one time I owned a steel secretary 
type office ddsk, which was of a light green color 
such as is usually associated with office furniture. 
At one time I placed papers in this desk from time 

to time, which papers related to various of my per- 
sonal and business affairs. Because of this practice 
on my part, a large quantity of papers of various 
types and concerning various subjects finally accumu- 
lated in this desk. 


"Finally, I discontinued to use this desk actively, 
with the result that I finally placed it in the gar- 
age of my residence which is located at the rear of 
my house. The desk remained there, unused, except 

as a repository for the papers which it contained, 
for several months. I did not have occasion to refer 
to any of the papers which it contained and abandoned 
it so far as active use of it was concerned. 


"IT recall that I finally decided that the desk was 
more or less in the way; that most of the papers which 
it contained were so old that they would no longer 
have any value for any reason; that the desk itself 
represented cash re-sale value of around $100.00; 

and that I finally decided to dispose of it. 


"T also recall that one week-end I was at my home 
having come home from a sales trip. I thought of 

the desk and had a discussion with[ __siJabout dis- 
posing of it. I also recall that she agreed to run 

a classified advertisement in the "For SAle" section 
of the Davenport Daily Times in hope that we would 
thus be able to attract a buyer for it and thus be 
able to sell it. 


"T also recall that I told [| __ that I would go 
through the contents of the dé and eliminate any 
papers which I no longer wanted. JI further recall 
that [_____] went out that evening, or during the 
late afternoon, and did not return home until later 
in the evening. I believe that I correctly recall 
that she went bowling, in which event, this would 
have been a Friday night as that is and for some time 
has been, her bowling night. 
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"While she was absent, I removed the contents of the 
desk, including all of the papers which it contained, 
and started to go through these papers with a view 


to burning such of the papers as appeared to no longer 


have any use or value. TI recall that I was somewhat. 
surprised to see that most of the papers were several 
years old, even dating back to the time that I oper- 
ated a flying school and service at Davenport, Iowa, 
during and just after World War II. The papers which 
I examined in detail appeared to have no value, and 
finally I decided to destroy all of the contents of 
the desk. 


"Accordingly, I took the papers which had been in 
the desk into the living room of my home, started 

a fire in the fire-place, and threw the papers which 
had been contained in the desk into the fire. 


"T also clearly recall that I had failed to properly 
regulate the draft in the fire-place to accommodate 
such a large fire as resulted from the burning of 
these papers. Because of this, flames licked up over 
the edge of the fire-place and somewhat discolored 
the fireplace which is made of a light colored cement 
made to resemble stones. I also recall: that for the 
same reason, a considerable quantity of smoke escaped 
from the fireplace into the living room, some_of 
which continued to linger in the room until 

returned from bowling the same evening. 


"T recall that[ sdf and I. had quite a con- 
versation about the incident when she returned. 


"Tt was the burning of the above mentioned papers 
in the manner above referred to to which I referred 
as a "fire" in making my statement to Judge Donovan 
on January ll, 1953, above mentioned. 


"At this time I desire to state that other than this 
occurrence, we have had nothing which could be re- 
ferred to as a fire at my home since my present home 
was built. 


"It is my further recollection that 

was to have the above advertisement printed in the 
paper the week following this incident, at which time 
I would be out of town on business. I further recall 
that I apparently overlooked leaving the key or keys 
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"to the desk with her when departing on my sales trip 
the beginning of that week, leaving the desk in a 
locked condition. JI further recall that 

discovered this before placing the advertisement, 

and refrained from having it run in the paper, feel- 
ing, as she told me, that it would have been useless 
to do so because any prospective buyer would want 

not only to see the interior of the desk before buy- 
ing same, but also because such buyer would also prob- 
ably want to consumate the purchase on the spot and 
would want the keys turned over at the time. 


"T also recall that when I returned home from my sales 
trip, either the next weekend, or perhaps the secmd 
week-end thereafter, that I delivered the keys to 

and that very shortly thereafter, not 
to exceed a week or so, that she caused the classi- 
fied advertisement for the sale of the desk to be 
printed in the Davenport Daily Times, but was unable 
to sell it as a result. 


"At this time I owed. an obligation to the Tri-City 
Equipment Company of Davenport, Iowa. [I further re- 
member that not very long after we had tried to sell 
the desk as above mentioned, that I arranged with 

the management of that company to pick up the desk 

at my home and credit me on my account with its agreed 
value. JI would say that at the outside, it was not 
more than three months after we ran the advertisenent 
that I disposed of the desk in this manner. 


"At the time I made the above referred to statement 
to Judge Donovan at St. Paul, Minnesota, on January 
14, 1953, I was unable to recall even approximately 
when any of the events mentioned on this and the last 
preceding page transpired. 


"Since then, however, I have made inquiry and have 
learned to my satisfaction that the desk was picked 
up by Tri-City Equipment Company during the early 
part of November, 1951. This being the case, and 

my recollection being thus refreshed, I can now state 
that I cleaned out the desk and burned the papers 
Which it contained not to exceed three months prev- 
ious, and in no event could this have occurred prior 
to late summer of 1951. 
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"T also wish to state that since making my above men- 


tioned statement to Judge Donovan that I have conversed 
about this matter with >} 


"On February 6, 1953,[______]advised me that that 

day he and another Special Agent of the Federal Bureau b6 
of Investigation had made a detailed item by item b7C 
examination of all classified advertisements appear- 

ing in the Davenport Daily Times for the year 1951, 

and that the only advertisement found as a result of 

such examination and which in any way would appear 

to be connected with me was one which appeared in 

that paper on Friday, September 21, 1951, and succes- 

sively on Saturday, September 22, 1951, and Monday, 

po ptember ak 1951, This advertisement, according 

to advertised for sale one large green fold- 

away typewriter desk, which is identical to the type 

of desk mentioned throughout this statement above, 

and he also stated that the advertisement in part 

read 'Dial[ st, which is, and was then, my home 

telephone number. 


"This information has further refreshed my recollec- 
tion to the point that I can now state with certainty 
that I destroyed the papers previously kept in the 
above desk within two or three weeks previous to the 
dates of the above advertisement, which, assuming 
those dates to be correct, would place the destruc- 
tion of the papers by fire as above mentioned, around 
September 1, 1951, and under no circumstances earlier 
than during August, 1951. In other-words, the ‘fire! 
which I mentioned in my statement to Judge Donovan, 
amd which actually consisted of the destruction of 
the above papers as mentioned in the next to the last 
paragraph on Page Two of this statement, could not 
possibly have occurred as early as during 1950, as 

[I may have indicated at that time. 


"With reference to the specific letter mentioned on 
Page One of this statement, I desire to mention the 
following. 


"T do not have any recollection of ever having placed 
that letter in the above mentioned desk, nor do [ 

have any recollection that. I saw it among the contents 
of the desk at any time, including the occasion upon 
Which I destroyed the contents of the desk as mentioned 
herein. JI will state, however, that if the letter 

had been included in the contents of the desk at the 
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“time that I destroyed those papers, as it may have 
been without my present knowledge or recollection, 

that it would have been destroyed by fire together 

with the other papers which JI destroyed. 


"T do not desire that anything in this statement be 
regarded as in any way altering my testimony prev- 
iously given with regard to this letter at the tins 
of trial, and am supplying this information only in 
explanation of the information which I supplied to 
Judge Donovan at St. Paul, Minnesota, on January 1H, 


1953." 
/s/({__ 


"IN THE PRESENCE OF: | 
Sp. Agent, F.B.I., Le Claire, [owa, 


Special Agent, F.eB.I. LeClaire, Iowa, 


» at the time of executing the above signed statement, 
stated that he felt that the information therein contained 
- should straighten out any questions of doubt which might have 
arisen concerning the "fire" to buy him in making his state-. 
ment to Judge DONOVAN on January 1h, 1953, at St. Paul, OIC 
Minnesota. tT Jalso stated that the statement contains | 
the truth to the best of his recollection, and that he is now 
fully satisfied that the "fire" above mentioned, could not 
have occurred during the year of 1950. 


Following the execution of the above signed statement, [ss 
stated that he is very much disappointed that he is going to 
be called to testify as a witness in the case against HERMAN 
PASTER, ALLEN IWNILVA, and others, to be held in the United 
States District’Court in North Dakota, presumably during March, 
1953. [___]says that he knows nothing about that case and 
does not see where his relationship with the two above Defend- 
ants would place him in position to first furnish any pertin- 
ent testimony in that matter. He further stated that his 
legitimate earnings now are averaging considerably in excess 
of $300.00 per week and that he feels that he is being imposed 
won by being subpoens%d as a witness in the latter case because 
of the loss of earnings which he will be compelled to sustain. 

indicated that he expects to be a government witness 
in at matter only because he is compelled to do so under 
subpoena and, by inferrence indicated that he will do so un- 
Willingly. 
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At the conclusion of the interview, [_—_sJ advised that he 
has had no contact with HERMAN PASTER or any of the other De- 
fendants of this case, or anyone he had reason to believe 
represented them in any connection, since January lhl, 1953. 


b2 


On February 5, 1953, Confidential Informant Omaha[ | who has — 


heretofore furnished both reliable and unreliable information, 
advised of having overheard a recent conversation to which 
HERMAN PASTER was a party. PASTER appeared to be in good 

spirits and indicated that Do naa committed perjury  bé6 
at a recent trial at Minneapolis, Minnesota, and based upon b7C 
this, PASTER's conviction would be reversed. PASTER was also 
overheard to make a statement to the general effect that the 
indictment pending against him in North Dakota was being dis-~ 

missed. : 


[_] went on to advise that he has no information cgncernin ee 
any contacts which PASTER may have had with[—_-___]but fO8 
stated that their relationship is so close that _ it is doubted 


that any fix that PASTER might have made with | | would 
be known to the FBI. 


[__] also advised that it is the belief of the informant that 

e agency for A. M. I. @ music machine, has been taken away 
from PASTER and given to another individual in the Minneapolis 
area. 
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trial based. on newly discovered: evidence. was held béfore the... ° |. . 
- Honorable DENNIS FY DONOVAN, Federal Judge St. Paul, Minnesota, mo, 
~ and -the mo tion was denied. 7 


“The. records of the office of ‘the United States District Court clerk, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, reflect that the appeal filed by the. | 

. defendants before the United States Circuit Court of Appeals, 8th 
— Circuit, St. Louis, Missouri, is still pending. — 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


The Board of Immigration Appeals today dismissed an appeal by 
Samuel Taran of Miami Beach, Florida, from an order for his deportation. 

Taran, wuo has an arrest record dating back to August 7, 1921, in- . 
cluding convictions for grand larceny, violation of the Internal Revenue 
Liquor laws, and of the Office of Price Administration regulations, was born 
June 15, 1898, at Invice, Russia. He entered this country June le, 1912, and 
thereafter resided in St.. Paul, Minnesota until 1945, when he moved to Miami. 
He applied for citizenship, but his petition was denied August 8, 1922, in 
the District Court of Ramsey County, Minnesota. | 

His deportation was ordered March 10, 1952, on grounds of false and 
misleading statements made to an Immigration inspector on the occasion of his 
last re-entry to the Unitea States. The re-entry was made March 29, 1951, at 
Miami. 

At that time, it was found, he represented himself as having been 
born in the United States. Taran contended that he was not asked where he 
was born, but the Board found a predisposition on his part to claim falsely 
citizenship in the United States. The record shows that he previously has 
executed forms stating that he Was a citizen, including an affidavit in 1Gh 7 
in connection with his registration as a voter. 

The Board also rejected Taran's request for discretionary relief 
from deportation. His request was based on his marriage to a United States 
citizen, and the fact that he has three children “FP. Pe BEG A country. The 
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. ; ° | CHARACTER OF CASE 
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f? * SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


GEORGE MacKINNON, United States attorney, St, Paul, Minnesota, requeste 


_ discreet investigation to prove existence of letter allegedly written by 
HERMAN PASTER to during Latter part of 1950 or early 
part of 1951 which instructed to give priority to purchase of 


slot machines, The initials of stenographers employed by Paster organi- 
zation obtained from exhibits introduced by the defendants during the 
trial in instant case, Confidential informant[]furnished information 
concerning certain female employees employed by Paster Distributing 
Company and Mayflower Distributing Company during 1950, 1951, and 195e. 


_ Confidential informant urnished information indicating shortly 
i “after the passage of the Johnson Act in 1951, HERMAN PASTER shipped | 
slot machines valued at $60,000 to a (phonetic), Philadelphia, 
Pernsylvania, Paster Distributing : 
COMPA » had no information to offer concerning any transaction involving bic 
he ate transportation of slot machines by PASTER, 
nies nc 
0°! coe AY 
" | | (7 
DETAILS: | \ \ 


6° 
GEORGE MacKINNON, United States attorney, St. Paul, Minnesota, requested 
that a discreet investigation be conducted in this case to develop, 


if possible, evidguce to prove the existence of a letter allegedly 
written by HPRMAW SN SUMR. bo De oct into so much 


controversy existed during and subsequent to the trial, 


[eT @ forner employee of the Mayflower Distributing 


Company, who was the principal government witness during the trial, 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE ; DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


' COPIES OF Huis) PPB SS 
& Bureau (71-3129), 5 DESTROVEN 
USA, St. Paul AUG 17 1966. 
1 USA, Fargo. ye 
3 Omaha (71-206) ON 
3 Minneapolis (71-161) 


u. Ss. covert iment PRINTING OFFICE 16—37952-1 


© S0CT 27 1953 


MP 71-161 


testified that he received a letter signed by HERMAN PASTER, which 
instructed him to give priority to the purchase of slot machines in 
the Davenport, Iowa, area for the Mayflower Distributing Company, The 
exact dote this letter was written is unknown, but originally 
advised Bureau agents that he received it about the latter part of 
February, L951. 


During the trial in this case at St. Paul, Minnesota, during November, 
1952, [ during cross examination, indicated some confusion as 
to the date he received the letter, but there was no doubt in his or 
his wife's mind as to the original receipt and existence of the letter. 


It should be noted that, motions for a new trial were made by the defense 

attorneys and that at hearings on these motions 

testified and expressed doubt as to the date he received the letter 

from PASTER indicating that he could not be sure whether it was in 1950 

or 1951. [even expressed some doubt as to whether or not he 

in fact received the letter. The conviction of the defendants in this 

case has been appealed to the circuit court of appeals for the cighth 

circuit, St. Louis, Missouri, It is not known at this time the exact b6 
date when this appeal will be heard, bTC 


Mr. MacKINNON advised that he does not desire any investigetion conducted 
at this time which would jeopardize the government's position during 

the appeal but did request a discreet investigation into the organiza- 
tions controlled hy’ HERM.N PASTER ,~frinarily tho Posto? Distributing 
Company and the Mayflower Distriputing Company, with a check toward ° 
determining the identity of thg’ stenographer who might have transcribed 
the letter in question and interviewing her to see if she has a 
recollection of trang f such a letter and possibly finding her 
stenographic notes, % , 


\STER it is recalled that PASTER , during the 
trial, testified aren id not write the Letter claimed to. nave been 
received byl sid ned itt was further indicated that a thorough 
search of the records of the Mayflower Distributing Company failed to 
locate such a letter. MacKINNON pointed out that if evidence were 
developed which would prove the existence of this letter, then a: 

perjury violation by HERMAN PASTER may possibly be indicated, 


In an effort to obtain leads to the identity of the stenographers 
employed by the PASTIR organization who might have transcribed the 


2. 
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y the defendants, An exaninatscon of these lettexs 
wettten by HERMAN PASTER )~ALLEN-NILVA , and_W 
the Mayflower Distributing Company. The usual initials Gr the steno- 
graphers who transcribed the letters appeared in the lower left hand 
corner of the letter. 


” May 19, 1951, signed by_ HER MAN NT LVAe Mayflower 
Distributing Company, addressed to 
Le Claire, Iowa, Inthe lower left 

hend corner of this letter appeared the initials 
AIN:GC.(As will be noted hereinafter, one[______] 

was a former’ ernployee of the Paster 
Distributing Company during the approximate 
period from December 31, 1950, to June 30, 1951, 
and the initials GC may apply to this individual.) 


2. Defense exhibit E was a copy of a letter dated 
May 16, 1950, signed by HERMAN PASTER and addressed 
tol _—————id Le Claire, Iowa, In the lower 
left hand corner of this letter appeared the 
initials HP/AC. (As will be noted hereinafter, 
oneL sass employed by the Paster 
Distributing Company from approximately March 
31, 1950, to September 30, 1950. The stenographer 
who transcribed this letter may be identical with 


) 


3. Defense exhibit IT is ea copy of a letter dated 
June 30, 1951, signed by W. D. JOHNSON, Mayflower 
Distributing Company, which was addressed to the 
attorney general, Washington, D.C. In the lower 
left hand corner of this letter appeared the initials 
WDJ:GB. (It should be noted that investigation 
has failed to disclose the probable identity of 
this individual, ) 


4, Defense exhibit: LL is a copy of a letter dated 
Novenber 30, 1951, from W. D. JOHNSON, secretary, 
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Mayflower Distributing Company, to the attorney 
general, Washington, D.C. In the lower left hand 
corner of this letter are the initials WDJ:Ps. 
(Investigation has failed t6 disclose the probable 
identity of this individual.) 


5. Defense exhibit MM is a copy of a letter dated 
March 31, 1952, signed by W. D. JOHNSON, secretary, 
Mayflower Distributing Company and addressed to 
the attorney general, Washington, D.C. The initials 
appearing in the lower left hand corner of this 
letter are WDJ:BK. (It should be noted that the 
initials DK may possibly apply to 

who appears to have worked for the May- 
flower Distributing Company from approxinetely 
June 30, 1950, to September 30, 1950.) 


6. Defense exhibit NN is a copy of a letter dated 
April 30, 1952, signed by W. D. JOHNSON, secretary, 
Meyflower Distributing Company end addressed to the 
attorney general, Washington, D.C. In the lower 
left hand corner of this letter are the initials 
WDJ:MJ, (It should be noted these initiels may 
apply toa ,» who appears to 
have been employed by the Mayflower Distributing 
Company from September 30, 1950, to December 31, 
1952.) 


{. Defense exhibit 00 is a copy of a letter dated 
June 4, 1952, signed by ALLEN I, NILVA, Mayflower 
Distributing Company, The initials appearing in 
the lower left hand corner of this letter are 
AIN:DM. (The probable identity of this individvel 
was not disclosed, ) 


Confidential informent[ | of lmown reliability, furnished informetion 
indicating that the following female employees were employed by the 
Mayflower Distributing Company and the Paster Distributing Company, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, at varying intervels from March 31, 1950, through 
December 31, 1952, 


NAME EMPLOYER SECURITY NO. OF EMPLOYMENT 


[sd Paster Distributing) | 12-31-50 to 6-30-51 


Company 
oe 


SOCIAL APPROXIMATE PERIOD © 


b6 
DTC 


b7D 


b7Cc 
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From a review of the above information, it would appear that the only 
female employees listed above who may have worked as stenographers curing 
the period the letter in question was written, assuming the letter was 


written either during the latter part of 1950 or the first part of 1951, 
are the following: 


b6 
b7C 
; ; b2 
Lal further advised that there was no indication from available information b7D 
ha 


any of the previously mentioned female employees are presently employed 
by either the Paster Distributing Company or the Mayflower Distributing 
Company. . 


The records of the Minneapolis Retail Credit Burceu reflect af 
resided at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as 

of January 13, 1953. No other information was availehle concerning this 

individual, 


The current city directories for Minneapolis and St, Paul, Minnesota, 
do not include the name 


The records of the Minneapolis Retail Credit Bureau disclosed no infor- 
nation concerning 


The records of the Credit Bureau of St. Paul disclose one 

home address[ sd St. Paull, Minnesota, as of 1951, - 
she was indicated in the credit bureau records as being employed as DIC 
a stenographer and billing clerk for the Paster Distributing Company, 
St. Paul, Minnesota. The available information does not disclose the 
current address or piace of employment for this individual, 


the records of the Minneapolis and St. Paul credit bureaus contain no 
information concerning af] 


The 1950-1951 city directory for St. Paul includes the name 
as & clerk, Paster Distributing Company, who resided at 
ot. Paul, Minnesota, 


The 1952-1953 city directory for St, Paul includes a 
who is employed as a clerk et the First Netional Bank in St. Paul... Her 
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residence address was indicated as St. Paul, 
Minnesota, It is not known if this is identical 


with the[C J who was employed by the Paster Distributing 
Company. 


The current city directories for St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, | 

contain no information concerning a[- | b6 
b7c 

The Retail Credit Bureau of St. Paul_has disclosed that as of October e, 

1952, eL_——“—™—Cs resided at [d,s St, Pav, Minnesota, 

The records also disclosed that this incividual previously worked as 4 

bookkeeper for the Silent Seles Company, Minneapolis, Minnesote, 


The records of the Retail Credit Bureau of St. Paul reflect the following 
information concerning indivicuals who may be identical with the other 
female employees who were shown as being ermployed by the Paster Distri- 
buting Company and the Mayflowor Distributing Company as previously 


a : b2 
Turnished by 


bUD 


As of November 7, 1950 was shown as being marrica tol. 
St. Paul, Minnesota. [was shown © 
as employed with the Commodity Credit Corporation in St, Paul, Minnesote. 


Until Jenuary 12, 1952, a the wife off 

St, Paul, Minnesote, was 
employed by the Gouldc Battery Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, Prior 
employment by the Armour Company was shown. No current employer was 
indicated, was shown as employed by the Moga 
Tool Company, 1419 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


| bé 
The current St. Paul and Minneapolis city directories do not List bIC 


was indicated as being the wife of 

Her meiden neme was : was shown 
for the Meyflower Distributing Company as of December, : " 
“1946 address was shown as | 


[| St. Paul, Minnesota, 
The current city directory for St. Paul indicetes ne 


wife Mayflower Distributing Company, as residing in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, 


' 
—] 
t 
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As of 1950 a[___——sd was listed ag narried to aL who 


was employed by the Meyflower Distributing Company. 


The current city directory for 5t. Paul shows ¢ | __|residing 
ett St. Paul, Minnesota, is employed 


at the Department of Sanitation, City of 5%. Paul. 


As of May 5, 1953, one 
ee ee at St. Paul, Minnesota. As of 
December, 1952 wes employed at the Peters Machine Company 


and was employed et the Twin Cities Ordnance 
Plant, Her maiden name | 


with husband 


The current St. Paul city.directory lists a 
as employed by the State Highwey Department, St. Paul, Minnesota, as a 


OneL id as divorced from a in May, 1950. 
Her home address is listed as St. Paul, Minnesota, 
The last report for her was dated April 13, 1951. At that_time she 
Was employed by[ a manufacturer's agent, 


As of March 30, 1953, one[ sree at[, St, Paul, 
Minnesota, She then worked for the Rayette, Inc., and previously was 
employed at the Reymond Laboratories, St. Paul, Minnesota, 


No information was available concerning[ dat the Retail 
Credit Bureau of St. Paul, Minnesote, 


The 1952 Minneapolis city directory lists a who resides 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota. This individual is 
shown to be an employee with the Federal Reserve Bank in Minneapolis, 

It ig not known if the[ sd iin Minneapolis is identical with 
theL—CC Who. Was: EMP OVed by the Mayflower Distributing 
Cormany. 


The city directories and credit bureaus in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
contained no information concerning : 


The information contained above was generally discussed with GEORGE 
MacKINNON, who advised he did not desire any additional investigation 
be conducted by the reporting agent at this time pending the outcome 
of the appeal in this case before the circuit court of appeals, eighth 
circuit, 5t, Louis, Missouri, sometime this fall, 


8. 
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b7c 
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Pending @ request from Mr. MacKINNON for further investigation, additional 
investigation along the lines previously requested will be held in 
abeyance. 


Confidential informant of unknown reliability, advised he understands 
that one for the Paster Distributing Company, 


is presently employed by the Lieberman Music Company, 255 North Plymouth, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


L|steteal | recently furnished him with information to the b2? 
effect thet shortly after the,pgssage of the Johnson Act HERMAN PASTE HID 
negotiated a deal with one (phonetic) of Philadelphia, Fennsyl-. 
venia, who may be the owner’ of some general novelty or vending machine bE 

‘company. He stated that this deal involved $60,000 or $70,000 worth DIC 


of slot machines, which had been shipped from St. Paul, Minnesote, to 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The aboye,was alleged to be a cash deal, 
and an individual by the name a Brooklyn, New_York,.. 


helped[|__| dispose of the machines. 


L|further advised that he believeaL______—id|s was in possession of 
information relative to the truck driver or trucking company who 
heuled the slot machines from St. Paul to Philadelphia, as well as 
other pertinent information, 


rosidenee[-___] St. Paul, Minnesote, 
telephone advised he had been employed es e[ | for the 


Mayflower Distributing Company for the past fifteen years and recently 
left the employ of this company to work for the Lieberman Music Company, 
e5>{ North Plymouth, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


[was questioned as to whether or not at any time he had been in 
2 position to observe whether or not HERMAN PASTER or enyone else had 
shipped any alot machines or any other gambling devices in interstate 
commerce subsequent to the passage of the Johnson Act on January 3, 
1951. [| stated that he had never observed any violetion of the 
Johnson Act on the part of HERMAN PASTER or any other employee of 
PASTER curing the period that he,[ | worked for the Mayflower 
Distributing Corpany. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PACE 


ee the Lieberman Music Com 
P 


lynouth * Minneapolis, Minnesota, residence 
Boulevard, Minneapolis, Minnesote, who hes been designated as 
in instant report, telephonically advised the Minneapolis office 
thet he desired to see an agent on a confidentiel matter, 


won intarviguet ct Me residence by oe) 


and at which time advised that in 
December, 1952, he mace an orel agreement with HERMAN PAST'ER to 
purchase tits music box machines and other emusement devices, and the 
deal was consummated about January 10, 1953, in Chicago, Illinois. He 
stated thet PASTER allegedly was going out of that business in St. 
Paul, andl was to take over the Lines mentioned. 


He stated thet PASTER introduced him to the manufacturers of the 
various lincs he was to take over, endf was of the opinion 
that everything was above board, Since the oral agreement he had 
with PASTER, is of the opinion that PASTER has spent time 
apperently undermining with certain manufacturers, and it 
was because of this fact that gave informetion relative to 
the transaction on the slot machines between PASTER end[ | aS 
set forth in the body of this report. 


[Cs requested that irL were interviewed that an 
appointment be made with him to sce him at some place other than the 
Lieberman Music Company. 


further stated that he was giving the information on a. 


confidential basis and requested that his neme not be used in any manner. 


LEADS 


THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE 


At Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Will report the results of the appeal in this case before the circuit 


court of appeals, cighth circuit, St. Louis, Missouri. It is believed | 
the appoal will be held sometime late this fall, 
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LEADS (cont. ) 
ft St, Paul, Minnesota 


Will discuss with the United States attorney any additional investigation 
he may desire in this case pending the outcome of the appeal. 


INFORMANTS 


* * K 


REFERENCE: Report of SA[ dated Jume 25, 1953, at Mimneepolis, 
Minnesote, om ey } OY, 
7) - 8124-177, 


~Li- 


b6 
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"SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Instant case still pending before Court of Appeals, Bighth 
Circuit, St. Pec Missouri. a, _ 

Fa vor 4 

3 - 74 _bé 

If - “308 : irs | bye 


DETAILS: 


On November 23, 1953, United States Attorney GRORGE E. MAC KINNON, 

St. Paul, Minnesota, advised: the writer that instant case had... | 
. not been presented to the Court of Appeals, Eighth Gircuit, 

St. Louis, Missouri, in September of 1953 as planned, but had | 

been continued to the January of 195 term in order to give: the 

defendants more time to prepare their case for presentation. : 
_ He requested that no further investigation be conducted in this: 
mt until the results ase appeal are known. 
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\ SHE. JHE MINNBAPOLIS DIVISTON 

At Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Will in February, 195i, report results of the: appeal in this case | 
before the Cours of Appeals, Biehth | Circuit, St. Louis, Missouri. 


At St. Paul, Minnesota 


Will discuss with: the United States Attorney any additional | 
investigation. he may desire in this case as a result of the 


‘appeal. 


‘REFERENCE. 


7 Report of SAL saat Minneapolis dated 9/1/53. a Be 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


US Court of Appeals. for the Bighth Circuit, St. Louis, Missouri, 
filed decision on 4./19/5h upholding conviction of subjects : 
PASTER and GARDNER. USA, St. Paul, desires no further investigation. 
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At St. Paul, Minnesota: 


i United States Attorney GEORGE E. MAC KINNON advised that on April, 
19, 195h,. the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the 
'Highth Circuit at St. Louis, Missouri, filed a decision upholding 

the conviction of subjects HERMAN PASTER and 
ALBERT GARDNER, and ordered. that the sentences given in United Va 
States District Court on January Po 19535 at St. Paul, Minnesota, v 
be carried outve — | : 4 7 : 
Mr. MAC KINNON advised that he contemplated no further ction in. 
this matter and desired no additional investigation be conducted. 
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vl United States Attorney GEORGE By MAC KINNON . advised thet While he. 
. did not know positively, it was his opinion that the defendants. 


in instant. case Will now carry the matter to the United States : 
, Supreme Court for. review as to the- constitutionali ty of. the 


| _, Johnson Act. — 


an |. REFERENCE 
_ Report of SA — Minneapolis, dated 11/24/53. 
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Office Monggrandum * UNITED Goris GOVERNMENT 


TO \ DIRECTOR, FBI (71-3129) pate: = 6/1/5) 
‘ p 
h > SAC, OMAHA (71-206) 

SUBJECT: was., ET AL 


INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
oz GAMBLING DEVICES; CONSPIRACY 


RE: Rep SA (A) Minneapolis, 4/28/5k. 


\ 
Rerep reflects that U.S.Circuit Court of Appeals upheld 
the sentences administered upon the subjects in trial court, 
out indicates the possibility that the matter may be further 
appéaled to the U.S.Supreme Court, 


A review of this file reflects that no further investi- 
gation remains to be conducted, and the Omaha Office is there- 
fore closing its file. It is requested, however, that the 
Minneapolis Office make such arrangements as may be necessary 
with the U,S,Attorney at St. Paul, Minnesota, to be promptly 
notified in the event: that an anneal 18 taken to the U.S. Stpreme 
DOULT. 


CGM: mep | noe 
cc: Minneapolis (The 161) oY. [ N4- 113 
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| I  Rerep of — 4) at : Ulnneapolis @ dated : 
welsh, and Omaha letter to Director dated /1/he a _ 
| The criminal docket in ‘the office of the United States” 
Attorney at -St. Paul, Minnesota, reflects that on June 18, 195h, 
_ the subject's. attorney filed a petition for writ of certiorari 


in the Supreme Court of the United States. The. docket falts | 7 

| to reflect any further action since that time. 
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‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


~“ 


Criminal docket of U.S. Attorney, St. Paul, Minn. reflects subjects! attorney 

filed petition for Writ of Certiorari in U.S. Supreme Court 6=-18-5); and 

that this petition was denied 10-1h-5). At hearing 11-22-5) in USDC, St. 
Paul, Judge DENNIS DONOVAN reduced sentence of subject[_|to five years 

probation. Subjects PASTER and GARDNER ordered to report to U.S. Marshal, 

St. Paul, on 1-3-55 for carrying out of prison sentences. Probation flash 

notice submitted. | 


- RUC - | bé 

bic 
ene: 

i 5 The criminal docket of the United States Attorney's office, St. Paul, iinnesota, 

| . twas examined on October 20, 195) and it was ascertained that on June 18, 


é. 3195 the subjectst attorney filed a petition for Writ of certiorari in 
7 ‘the Supreme Court of the United States. 


ia  -On November 22, 195h, U.S. Attorney GEORGE E. MAC KINNON advised *gacay [ 
bo Eo] that on October 1h, 1954, the Supreme Court denied the subjects! 
petition for certiorari. He said that on November 22, 195) at a hearing 
before Federal Judge DENNIS F. DONOVAN in U.S. District Court at St. Paul, 
Minnesota the subjects! attorney argued for a reduction of sentence for. 
the subjects. He said Judge DONOVAN then ordered a reduction of the sentence 
of es one year and one day prison sentence to five | 
years probation. Judge DONOVAN ordered the sentences of subjects PASTER 
and GARDNER to remain as originally sentenced and ordered that these subjects 
report to the U.S. Marshal at St. Paul on January 3, 1955 for execution of 
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sentence. A probation | flash notice for -objeot[__]is being submitted. . a 


_ ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU | 7 es ok ee or 


| Probation flash notice for | ne © 
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